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REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL

WELCOMING CHRIST
The attractive themes of ‘welcome’ and 
‘hospitality’ running through today’s 
readings sit a bit uncomfortably alongside 
the opening words of the Gospel, where 
Jesus starkly rules out ‘preferring’ family 
members to loyalty to himself.

The warning reflects the situation of the 
early church, where the experience, or at 
least the threat, of persecution was very 
real, and where some members of a family 
may have been Christian and some not.  

In contemporary societies that are either 
majority Christian or tolerantly post-
Christian, we may not face this challenge 
so sharply. If, however, we are comfortable 
in our world, largely sharing its values and 
aspirations, then some aspect of Christ’s 
message is not getting through to us.  

At this point, the theme of ‘welcome’ in 
the second part of today’s Gospel comes 
into play. In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus is 
from the start ‘Emmanuel – God with 
us’ (1:23). This sense of divine presence 
stands behind the statement: ‘Anyone 
who welcomes you, welcomes me; and 
those who welcome me, welcome the One 
who sent me’. 

The stranger, then, who stands before us 
comes as an emissary and representative 
of Christ and, further, of the Father, who 
sent Christ to be the divine presence in 
our world. In dealing with this person, we 
are in some sense dealing with our God.  

As never before, save perhaps immediately 
after World War II, are so many people 
being displaced through war, tyranny 
or economic misery. In the light of this 
mass movement, Christ’s words about 
discipleship and welcome hold fresh 
challenge.

Brendan Byrne, SJ

HARD SAYINGS. Today’s Gospel includes a number of so-called ‘hard sayings’ of 
Jesus. They identify the basic paradox of our Christian faith: it is only by emptying 
ourselves in imitation of Jesus (Phil 2: 7) that we can receive the fullness of life which 
is his gift (Jn 10: 10). There can be no real growth in the Spirit if self-interest prevails.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Ps 46: 2

All peoples, clap your hands.
Cry to God with shouts of joy!

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done and in 
what I have failed to do, (striking the 
breast) through my fault, through my 
fault, through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. O God, who through the grace of 
adoption chose us to be children of light, 
grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped 
in the darkness of error but always be seen 
to stand in the bright light of truth. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16

A reading from the second book of the Kings.
That is the holy man of God, let him remain 
there.

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, 
a woman of rank who lived there pressed him 
to stay and eat there. After this he always 
broke his journey for a meal when he passed 
that way. She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am 
sure the man who is constantly passing our 
way must be a holy man of God. let us build 
him a small room on the roof, and put him 
a bed in it, and a table and chair and lamp; 
whenever he comes to us he can rest there.’

 One day when he came, he retired to the 
upper room and lay down. ‘What can be 
done for her?’ he asked. Gehazi (his servant) 
answered, ‘Well, she has no son and her 
husband is old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The 
servant called her and she stood at the door. 
‘This time next year,’ Elisha said ‘you will 
hold a son in your arms.’

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 88: 2-3, 16-19. R. v. 2

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the 
Lord.

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; / 
through all ages my mouth will proclaim 
your truth. / Of this I am sure, that your 
love lasts for ever, / that your truth is firmly 
established as the heavens. R.

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a 
king, / who walk, O Lord, in the light of your 
face, / who find their joy every day in your 
name, / who make your justice the source of 
their bliss. R.

3. For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory 
of their strength; / it is by your favour that 
our might is exalted:  / for our ruler is in 
the keeping of the Lord; / our king in the 
keeping of the Holy One of Israel. R.

SECOND READING Rom 6: 3-4, 8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.
Having been buried with him through baptism, 
we shall walk in a new life.

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we 
were baptised in his death; in other words, 
when we were baptised we went into the 
tomb with him and joined him in death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
Father’s glory, we too might live a new life.

 But we believe that having died with Christ 
we shall return to life with him: Christ, as we 
know, having been raised from the dead will 
never die again. Death has no power over him 
any more. When he died, he died, once for 
all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and 
in that way, you too must consider yourselves 
to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ 
Jesus.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Pet 2: 9 

Alleluia, alleluia! / You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy people. / Praise 
God who called you out of darkness and 
into his marvellous light. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 10: 37-42

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Anyone who does not accept his cross is not 
worthy of me. Anyone who welcomes you, 
welcomes me.

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: 
‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is 
not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or 
daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone 
who does not take his cross and follow in my 
footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who 
finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his 
life for my sake will find it.

 ‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; 
and those who welcome me welcome the one 
who sent me.

 ‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because 
he is a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; 
and anyone who welcomes a holy man 
because he is a holy man will have a holy 
man’s reward.

 ‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones because he 
is a disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will 
most certainly not lose his reward.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. O God, who graciously accomplish
the effects of your mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that the deeds by which we serve you
may be worthy of these sacred gifts.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 
your Cross and Resurrection you have set 
us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Ps 102: 1

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all within me, his holy name.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. May this divine sacrifice we have offered 
and received
fill us with life, O Lord, we pray,
so that, bound to you in lasting charity,
we may bear fruit that lasts for ever.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

28 JUNE 2020 

St Roch’s Church 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK: Marianne Bowditch, Patricia Downey 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Carmela Carrick, Mary Monica Casey 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:  

Sat 27th June  6:30 p.m.  For the repose of the souls of the Rao Families  

Sun 28th June  8 a.m.  Private Intention  

 10 a.m.  Pro Popolo 

 12 p.m.  For vocations to the priesthood & religious life 

Tues 30th June  7:30 a.m.  Thomas Naughton, for the repose of his soul  

Wed 1st July 7:30 a.m.  Tom Davis, on his 21st Birthday  

Thurs 2nd July 7:30 a.m.  Private Intention  

Fri 3rd July  7:30 a.m.  Private Intention  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE: WINTER APPEAL 

The annual Winter Appeal is relied upon by our Glen Iris Conference of St Cecilia's and St Roch's to distribute food and cloth-
ing to people in need in our suburb and in Prahran and Windsor. 

Financial donations can be made on line by visiting  https://www.vinnies.org.au/ or phone 13 18 12.  Please mention  
"Glen Iris" as a reference in your donation.  Also donation envelopes will be on the table in narthex of church during June 
and can be left in the letterbox at the Presbytery—200 Burke Road Glen Iris. Donations of tin and long lasting packaged food 
plus blankets, coats, jumpers, gloves and other clothing can be left at the Parish Office on Tuesdays, Thursdays or  
Fridays.  

Also collection from your home can be arranged by calling Conference President Paul Townshend 0418 356 442 

Mass Times:  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesday to Friday 7:30 am Mass and Confessions available: 

 Wednesday 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Saturday 6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass Friday 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m. Mass Sunday 4 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 10 a.m. Mass  

Sunday 12 p.m. Mass  

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Deacon:          Rev. Joseph Leach  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

St Roch’s Telephone No: 9885 6611 Tues. 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Fri. 8.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. 

Confessions available: See details above. 

Anointing of the Sick:  

Please call the Parish Office on 9885 6611.  

Communion to the Sick: Will be available 

only as Viaticum (those approaching their 

last days). Please call the Parish Office on 

9885 6611. 

Mass bookings link:  

https://calendly.com/strochs/mass  

Adoration bookings link 

https://calendly.com/strochs/adoration  

ONLINE RESOURCES: 

Live telecast of 11am Sunday Mass and online (St Patrick’s Cathedral): 

The 11am Sunday Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral will continue to be televised free to air on C31 (often listed as Channel 44 

on digital TVs) until the end of June. Mass is also live streamed on our Archdiocesan YouTube channel and website. Online 

Mass from St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne livestreamed daily on Sundays from 11 a.m. at  

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 

Prayer resources https://www.wordonfire.org/ https://us.magnificat.net/ https://universalis.com/ 

https://www.vinnies.org.au/
mailto:gleniris@cam.org.au
http://www.strochs.org.au/
https://calendly.com/strochs/mass
https://calendly.com/strochs/adoration
https://cam.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5&id=cb25920869&e=dac7b74e51
https://cam.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5&id=131f68f432&e=dac7b74e51
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://us.magnificat.net/
https://universalis.com/


Sunday prayer suggestion 
 

 Print the readings and prayers of the Mass from the bulletin 

 Organise a specific time to meet as a family and prepare as though you were going to Mass (e.g. No PJs) 

 Designate one family member as the Leader. The Leader invites the family to begin with the Sign of the Cross, 

then the Penitential Act, then prays the Collect on behalf of the family. 

 Other families members take turns reading out loud the Readings of the Day. Read these slowly and  

carefully, with a brief pause for silence after each reading. 

 One family member can read Deacon Joe’s Homily, or the Gospel reflection in the bulletin. 

 Observe 3-5 minutes of silence for individual prayer/reflection. 

 After the silence the Leader invites everyone to pray the Profession of Faith (the Creed). 

 The Leader invites family members to offer spontaneous Prayers of the Faithful. 

 The Leader invites all to join in the Our Father. 

 The Leader invites all to join in an act of Spiritual Communion: 

 “My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I   

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen” 

 The Leader concludes the prayer with the Sign of the Cross. 

PROTOCOLS FOR ATTENDING ST ROCH’S 

-  A reminder that those who are medically vulnerable or have any flu-type symptoms should not attend the 
church.    

- you may book for a weekend Mass every second weekend on a first-come-first-served basis via Calendly 

- no one who has not booked will be allowed entry, so please do not turn up if you have not booked. The Door 
Monitors do not have time to assess the numbers or take down details of walk-ups.  

- we will continue with two Door Monitors on weekends 

- We will continue with entry only from the front door 

- Please arrive 5-15 minutes before Mass so that everyone doesn’t arrive at once 

- The Door Monitors will make sure the doors are locked from the beginning of Mass time, so you will not gain  
access after that if you are not there in time.  

- maintain social distancing between households while awaiting entry 

- Leave via either the front door or the side door near the sacristy 

- Adoration on Sundays will now be at 4pm 

- Confessions will be available after each Mass and during Adoration.  

 

While I am quite disappointed with this delay, I am enjoying the opportunities that I have had to offer the sacra-
ments for those able to come to the church. Please know that at all times I am holding in prayer before the Lord all 
of you who are unable to attend currently.  

 

God Bless, 

Fr Gallacher 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL

WELCOMING CHRIST
The attractive themes of ‘welcome’ and 
‘hospitality’ running through today’s 
readings sit a bit uncomfortably alongside 
the opening words of the Gospel, where 
Jesus starkly rules out ‘preferring’ family 
members to loyalty to himself.

The warning reflects the situation of the 
early church, where the experience, or at 
least the threat, of persecution was very 
real, and where some members of a family 
may have been Christian and some not.  

In contemporary societies that are either 
majority Christian or tolerantly post-
Christian, we may not face this challenge 
so sharply. If, however, we are comfortable 
in our world, largely sharing its values and 
aspirations, then some aspect of Christ’s 
message is not getting through to us.  

At this point, the theme of ‘welcome’ in 
the second part of today’s Gospel comes 
into play. In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus is 
from the start ‘Emmanuel – God with 
us’ (1:23). This sense of divine presence 
stands behind the statement: ‘Anyone 
who welcomes you, welcomes me; and 
those who welcome me, welcome the One 
who sent me’. 

The stranger, then, who stands before us 
comes as an emissary and representative 
of Christ and, further, of the Father, who 
sent Christ to be the divine presence in 
our world. In dealing with this person, we 
are in some sense dealing with our God.  

As never before, save perhaps immediately 
after World War II, are so many people 
being displaced through war, tyranny 
or economic misery. In the light of this 
mass movement, Christ’s words about 
discipleship and welcome hold fresh 
challenge.

Brendan Byrne, SJ

HARD SAYINGS. Today’s Gospel includes a number of so-called ‘hard sayings’ of 
Jesus. They identify the basic paradox of our Christian faith: it is only by emptying 
ourselves in imitation of Jesus (Phil 2: 7) that we can receive the fullness of life which 
is his gift (Jn 10: 10). There can be no real growth in the Spirit if self-interest prevails.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Ps 46: 2

All peoples, clap your hands.
Cry to God with shouts of joy!

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done and in 
what I have failed to do, (striking the 
breast) through my fault, through my 
fault, through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. O God, who through the grace of 
adoption chose us to be children of light, 
grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped 
in the darkness of error but always be seen 
to stand in the bright light of truth. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16

A reading from the second book of the Kings.
That is the holy man of God, let him remain 
there.

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, 
a woman of rank who lived there pressed him 
to stay and eat there. After this he always 
broke his journey for a meal when he passed 
that way. She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am 
sure the man who is constantly passing our 
way must be a holy man of God. let us build 
him a small room on the roof, and put him 
a bed in it, and a table and chair and lamp; 
whenever he comes to us he can rest there.’

 One day when he came, he retired to the 
upper room and lay down. ‘What can be 
done for her?’ he asked. Gehazi (his servant) 
answered, ‘Well, she has no son and her 
husband is old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The 
servant called her and she stood at the door. 
‘This time next year,’ Elisha said ‘you will 
hold a son in your arms.’

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 88: 2-3, 16-19. R. v. 2

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the 
Lord.

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; / 
through all ages my mouth will proclaim 
your truth. / Of this I am sure, that your 
love lasts for ever, / that your truth is firmly 
established as the heavens. R.

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a 
king, / who walk, O Lord, in the light of your 
face, / who find their joy every day in your 
name, / who make your justice the source of 
their bliss. R.

3. For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory 
of their strength; / it is by your favour that 
our might is exalted:  / for our ruler is in 
the keeping of the Lord; / our king in the 
keeping of the Holy One of Israel. R.

SECOND READING Rom 6: 3-4, 8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.
Having been buried with him through baptism, 
we shall walk in a new life.

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we 
were baptised in his death; in other words, 
when we were baptised we went into the 
tomb with him and joined him in death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
Father’s glory, we too might live a new life.

 But we believe that having died with Christ 
we shall return to life with him: Christ, as we 
know, having been raised from the dead will 
never die again. Death has no power over him 
any more. When he died, he died, once for 
all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and 
in that way, you too must consider yourselves 
to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ 
Jesus.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Pet 2: 9 

Alleluia, alleluia! / You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy people. / Praise 
God who called you out of darkness and 
into his marvellous light. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 10: 37-42

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Anyone who does not accept his cross is not 
worthy of me. Anyone who welcomes you, 
welcomes me.

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: 
‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is 
not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or 
daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone 
who does not take his cross and follow in my 
footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who 
finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his 
life for my sake will find it.

 ‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; 
and those who welcome me welcome the one 
who sent me.

 ‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because 
he is a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; 
and anyone who welcomes a holy man 
because he is a holy man will have a holy 
man’s reward.

 ‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones because he 
is a disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will 
most certainly not lose his reward.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. O God, who graciously accomplish
the effects of your mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that the deeds by which we serve you
may be worthy of these sacred gifts.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 
your Cross and Resurrection you have set 
us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Ps 102: 1

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all within me, his holy name.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. May this divine sacrifice we have offered 
and received
fill us with life, O Lord, we pray,
so that, bound to you in lasting charity,
we may bear fruit that lasts for ever.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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