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REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL

THE SONG SUNG  
OVER THE CHURCH

Jesus probably told the parable of the 
Tenants against the religious leaders in 
Jerusalem in his day. Having resisted 
the prophets sent by God, they are now 
resisting the last of them, namely, himself. 
As such they have shown themselves to 
be usurpers, retaining for themselves the 
‘vineyard’ (Israel) and its ‘produce’ (the 
life of the people). For them, the arrival 
of the Kingdom (of God) will mean 
dispossession and retribution.
The early Church retold the parable in the 
light of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and 
a belief in his status as God’s Son. Also 
present is a bitter awareness of the No 
given to the Gospel by the bulk of Israel 
and a sense of the Church itself, made up 
of Jews and non-Jews, as the community 
of the Kingdom. Through the continuing 
presence of the risen Lord (Matthew 
28:20), the community can and ought to 
produce the ‘fruits’ that God desires.
The long and tragic history of Christian 
intolerance and persecution of Jews calls for 
sensitivity in handling texts like this that 
reflect the early Church’s disappointment 
with Israel. Today we should move on 
from Christian triumphalism at Jewish 
expense to concentrate upon the ‘fruits’ 
that God looks for from us. God has 
made the ‘rejected stone’—the crucified 
and risen Lord—the ‘cornerstone’ of the 
Church. The question for us is whether 
the ‘song’ sung by God over this new 
vineyard (cf. the First Reading) is one of 
delight or disappointment. Inevitably, 
perhaps, a bit of both. In either case it 
will be a song of love.

Brendan Byrne, SJ

THE FRUITS OF THE KINGDOM. The tenants in today’s Gospel had received much 
from the landowner who had established the vineyard. It was only fair that he should 
receive a share of the fruits of the crop. Likewise, we have received much from Christ 
whose grace produces in us the fruits of truth, goodness, purity, love, honour and 
virtue. We pay our dues to Christ when we share these fruits with others.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Esth 4:17

Within your will, O Lord, all things are 
established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all 
things, the heaven and the earth, and all 
that is held within the circle of heaven; 
you are the Lord of all.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have 
mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, who in the 
abundance of your kindness surpass the 
merits and the desires of those who entreat 
you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what 
prayer does not dare to ask. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Isa 5:1-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the House 
of Israel.

Let me sing to my friend
the song of his love for his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it.
In the middle he built a tower,
he dug a press there too.
He expected it to yield grapes,
but sour grapes were all that it gave.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
I ask you to judge
between my vineyard and me.
What could I have done for my vineyard
that I have not done?
I expected it to yield grapes.
Why did it yield sour grapes instead?

Very well, I will tell you
what I am going to do to my vineyard:
I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed 

on,
and knock down its wall for it to be 

trampled on.
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug;
overgrown by the briar and the thorn.
I will command the clouds
to rain no rain on it.
Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the House of Israel,
and the men of Judah
that chosen plant.
He expected justice, but found bloodshed,
integrity, but only a cry of distress.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 79:9, 12-16, 19-20. R. Isa 5:7 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the House 
of Israel.
1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; / to 
plant it you drove out the nations. / It 
stretched out its branches to the sea, / to the 
Great River it stretched out its shoots. R.
2. Then why have you broken down its 
walls? / It is plucked by all who pass by. / 
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, / 
devoured by the beasts of the field. R.
3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, / 
look down from heaven and see. / Visit this 
vine and protect it, / the vine your right 
hand has planted. R.
4. And we shall never forsake you again: / 
give us life that we may call upon your 
name. / God of hosts, bring us back; / 
let your face shine on us and we shall be 
saved. R.

SECOND READING Phil 4:6-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians
Do these things and the God of peace will be with 
you.
There is no need to worry; but if there is 
anything you need, pray for it, asking God 
for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that 
peace of God, which is so much greater than 
we can understand, will guard your hearts 
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, 
brothers, fill your minds with everything that 
is true, everything that is noble, everything 
that is good and pure, everything that we 
love and honour, and everything that can be 
thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep 
doing all the things that you learnt from me 
and have been taught by me and have heard 
or seen that I do. Then the God of peace will 
be with you.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Jn 15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! / I call you friends, says 
the Lord, / because I have made known 
to you / everything I have learnt from my 
Father. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 21:33-43
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
He leased his vineyard to other farmers.
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders 
of the people, ‘Listen to another parable. 
There was a man, a landowner, who planted a 
vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress 
in it and built a tower; then he leased it to 
tenants and went abroad. When vintage time 
drew near he sent his servants to the tenants 
to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 
his servants, thrashed one, killed another 
and stoned a third. Next he sent some more 
servants, this time a larger number, and they 
dealt with them in the same way. Finally he 
sent his son to them. “They will respect my 
son” he said. But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. 
Come on, let us kill him and take over his 
inheritance.” So they seized him and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?’ They answered, 
‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will deliver the produce to him when the 
season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have you 
never read in the scriptures: 
 It was the stone rejected by the builders 
 that became the keystone.
 This was the Lord’s doing
 and it is wonderful to see?

‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will 
be taken from you and given to a people who 
will produce its fruit.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.
I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, / born of 
the Virgin Mary, / suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, / was crucified, died and was 
buried; / he descended into hell; / on the 
third day he rose again from the dead; / he 
ascended into heaven, / and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; / 
from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. / I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, / the holy catholic Church, / the 
communion of saints, / the forgiveness of 
sins, / the resurrection of the body, / and 
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Accept, O Lord, we pray, the sacrifices 
instituted by your commands and, through 
the sacred mysteries, which we celebrate 
with dutiful service, graciously complete the 
sanctifying work by which you are pleased to 
redeem us. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Lam 3:25

The Lord is good to those who hope in him,
to the soul that seeks him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant us, almighty God,
that we may be refreshed and nourished
by the Sacrament which we have received,

so as to be transformed into what we consume.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

4 OCTOBER 2020 

St Roch’s Church 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK: Peter Upton 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Peter Tsalamandris 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:  

Sat 3rd October  Peter Tsalamandris, for the repose of his soul   

Sun 4th October  Pro Popolo 

Mon 5th October  Monsignor Anthony Toms, recently deceased  

Tues 6th October  Luke Weeraratne, for the repose of his soul on his birth-

day  

Wed 7th October  For the clergy of St Roch’s, for their weekly homilies during lockdown 

Thurs 8th October  Ned Roland Gallacher, for the repose of his soul 

Fri 9th October  Venkateswara Rao, for the repose of his soul 

Sunday prayer suggestion 
 

 Print the readings and prayers of the Mass from the bulletin 

 Organise a specific time to meet as a family and prepare as though you were going to Mass  

(e.g. No PJs) 

 Designate one family member as the Leader. The Leader invites the family to begin with the Sign 

of the Cross, then the Penitential Act, then prays the Collect on behalf of the family. 

 Other families members take turns reading out loud the Readings of the Day. Read these slowly 

and carefully, with a brief pause for silence after each reading. 

 One family member can read Deacon Joe’s Homily, Father Gallacher’s Homily, or the Gospel  

reflection in the bulletin. 

 Observe 3-5 minutes of silence for individual prayer/reflection. 

 After the silence the Leader invites everyone to pray the Profession of Faith (the Creed). 

 The Leader invites family members to offer spontaneous Prayers of the Faithful. 

 The Leader invites all to join in the Our Father. 

 The Leader invites all to join in an act of Spiritual Communion: 

 “My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly 

to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen” 

 The Leader concludes the prayer with the Sign of the Cross. 

Mass Times:  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

Refer to Fr Gallacher’s Letter to Parishioners Currently suspended 

  

Confessions:  

Refer to Fr Gallacher’s Letter to Parishioners  

  

  

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Deacon:          Rev. Joseph Leach  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

St Roch’s Telephone No: 9885 6611 Closed until further notice   

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au  

Website: www.strochs.org.au  

Confessions:  

Please call the Parish Office.  

Anointing of the Sick:  

Please call the Parish Office.  

 

Communion to the Sick:  

Will be available only as Viaticum  

(those approaching their last days).  

Please call the Parish Office. 

ONLINE RESOURCES: 

Live telecast of 11am Sunday Mass and online (St Patrick’s Cathedral) is: 

The 11am Sunday Mass is televised free to air on C31 (often listed as Channel 44 on digital TVs) and live streamed on the  

Archdiocesan YouTube channel and website. Online Mass is livestreamed daily at  

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 

Prayer resources  

https://www.wordonfire.org/ https://us.magnificat.net/  https://universalis.com/ 

ONLINE VESPERS WITH DEACON JOE (SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER @ 5PM): 

Deacon Joe is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting for Vespers (Evening Prayer) on Sunday at 5.00pm.  This is 

an excellent way of being able together and pray.  Don’t worry if you have never prayed the Prayer of the Church 

before. The text of the prayers will be provided and all participants will be guided in the responses.  All welcome! 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85963411737?pwd=VVhzSUd2MU5hajN4WTcvL2hHWHVtUT09 

Meeting ID: 859 6341 1737 Passcode: 6BwHJQ 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER ONLINE VIRTUAL WEEKEND OCTOBER 2020 

If you are spending time together, but feel the distance between you … 

A great opportunity to spend a weekend improving your communication in the comfort of your own home. 

This VIRTUAL Weekend gives couples the chance to sleep in their own beds and check-in on kids or animals during meal 
times. 

Come and learn how to keep/rekindle the passion in your relationship and how to keep your love growing! The weekend 
we offer is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome.  Couples from regional areas may find this 
option ideal.  
Next weekend is on  Friday 9th to Sunday 11th October 2020. 

Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or E: vicbookings@wwme.org.au    W: wwme.org.au 

MARCH FOR THE BABIES (VIRTUALLY) - SATURDAY 10 OCTOBER 2020 

2020 Live Streamed March for the Babies October 10 @1 p.m.  
 

Due to Coved 19 restrictions, the Annual March for the Babies 2020 will be a Live Streamed event @ 1p.m.  
Saturday October 10  
 

Join in online www.mftb.online for Victoria's largest pro-life event in defence of the victims of Victoria's inhumane abortion 
laws, unborn children and their mothers. Featured speakers, powerful testimonies, music and opportunities to promote the 
"culture of life".  

'THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT': MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP PETER A COMENSOLI 

In his latest message to the community of faith, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli reminds us that the sacramental presence of 

the Lord is still very present in our daily lives by virtue of our baptism and confirmation. 'Christ continues to be poured into 

our hearts. We have received those extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit... They are active right now in our lives.'  

The YouTube link can be found at https://youtu.be/rFmLhgcwnn0  
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REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL

THE SONG SUNG  
OVER THE CHURCH

Jesus probably told the parable of the 
Tenants against the religious leaders in 
Jerusalem in his day. Having resisted 
the prophets sent by God, they are now 
resisting the last of them, namely, himself. 
As such they have shown themselves to 
be usurpers, retaining for themselves the 
‘vineyard’ (Israel) and its ‘produce’ (the 
life of the people). For them, the arrival 
of the Kingdom (of God) will mean 
dispossession and retribution.
The early Church retold the parable in the 
light of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and 
a belief in his status as God’s Son. Also 
present is a bitter awareness of the No 
given to the Gospel by the bulk of Israel 
and a sense of the Church itself, made up 
of Jews and non-Jews, as the community 
of the Kingdom. Through the continuing 
presence of the risen Lord (Matthew 
28:20), the community can and ought to 
produce the ‘fruits’ that God desires.
The long and tragic history of Christian 
intolerance and persecution of Jews calls for 
sensitivity in handling texts like this that 
reflect the early Church’s disappointment 
with Israel. Today we should move on 
from Christian triumphalism at Jewish 
expense to concentrate upon the ‘fruits’ 
that God looks for from us. God has 
made the ‘rejected stone’—the crucified 
and risen Lord—the ‘cornerstone’ of the 
Church. The question for us is whether 
the ‘song’ sung by God over this new 
vineyard (cf. the First Reading) is one of 
delight or disappointment. Inevitably, 
perhaps, a bit of both. In either case it 
will be a song of love.

Brendan Byrne, SJ

THE FRUITS OF THE KINGDOM. The tenants in today’s Gospel had received much 
from the landowner who had established the vineyard. It was only fair that he should 
receive a share of the fruits of the crop. Likewise, we have received much from Christ 
whose grace produces in us the fruits of truth, goodness, purity, love, honour and 
virtue. We pay our dues to Christ when we share these fruits with others.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Esth 4:17

Within your will, O Lord, all things are 
established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all 
things, the heaven and the earth, and all 
that is held within the circle of heaven; 
you are the Lord of all.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have 
mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, who in the 
abundance of your kindness surpass the 
merits and the desires of those who entreat 
you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what 
prayer does not dare to ask. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Isa 5:1-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the House 
of Israel.

Let me sing to my friend
the song of his love for his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it.
In the middle he built a tower,
he dug a press there too.
He expected it to yield grapes,
but sour grapes were all that it gave.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
I ask you to judge
between my vineyard and me.
What could I have done for my vineyard
that I have not done?
I expected it to yield grapes.
Why did it yield sour grapes instead?

Very well, I will tell you
what I am going to do to my vineyard:
I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed 

on,
and knock down its wall for it to be 

trampled on.
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug;
overgrown by the briar and the thorn.
I will command the clouds
to rain no rain on it.
Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the House of Israel,
and the men of Judah
that chosen plant.
He expected justice, but found bloodshed,
integrity, but only a cry of distress.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 79:9, 12-16, 19-20. R. Isa 5:7 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the House 
of Israel.
1. You brought a vine out of Egypt; / to 
plant it you drove out the nations. / It 
stretched out its branches to the sea, / to the 
Great River it stretched out its shoots. R.
2. Then why have you broken down its 
walls? / It is plucked by all who pass by. / 
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, / 
devoured by the beasts of the field. R.
3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, / 
look down from heaven and see. / Visit this 
vine and protect it, / the vine your right 
hand has planted. R.
4. And we shall never forsake you again: / 
give us life that we may call upon your 
name. / God of hosts, bring us back; / 
let your face shine on us and we shall be 
saved. R.

SECOND READING Phil 4:6-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians
Do these things and the God of peace will be with 
you.
There is no need to worry; but if there is 
anything you need, pray for it, asking God 
for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that 
peace of God, which is so much greater than 
we can understand, will guard your hearts 
and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, 
brothers, fill your minds with everything that 
is true, everything that is noble, everything 
that is good and pure, everything that we 
love and honour, and everything that can be 
thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep 
doing all the things that you learnt from me 
and have been taught by me and have heard 
or seen that I do. Then the God of peace will 
be with you.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Jn 15:15 

Alleluia, alleluia! / I call you friends, says 
the Lord, / because I have made known 
to you / everything I have learnt from my 
Father. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 21:33-43
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
He leased his vineyard to other farmers.
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders 
of the people, ‘Listen to another parable. 
There was a man, a landowner, who planted a 
vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress 
in it and built a tower; then he leased it to 
tenants and went abroad. When vintage time 
drew near he sent his servants to the tenants 
to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 
his servants, thrashed one, killed another 
and stoned a third. Next he sent some more 
servants, this time a larger number, and they 
dealt with them in the same way. Finally he 
sent his son to them. “They will respect my 
son” he said. But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. 
Come on, let us kill him and take over his 
inheritance.” So they seized him and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him. Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?’ They answered, 
‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will deliver the produce to him when the 
season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have you 
never read in the scriptures: 
 It was the stone rejected by the builders 
 that became the keystone.
 This was the Lord’s doing
 and it is wonderful to see?

‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will 
be taken from you and given to a people who 
will produce its fruit.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.
I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, / born of 
the Virgin Mary, / suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, / was crucified, died and was 
buried; / he descended into hell; / on the 
third day he rose again from the dead; / he 
ascended into heaven, / and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; / 
from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. / I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, / the holy catholic Church, / the 
communion of saints, / the forgiveness of 
sins, / the resurrection of the body, / and 
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Accept, O Lord, we pray, the sacrifices 
instituted by your commands and, through 
the sacred mysteries, which we celebrate 
with dutiful service, graciously complete the 
sanctifying work by which you are pleased to 
redeem us. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Lam 3:25

The Lord is good to those who hope in him,
to the soul that seeks him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant us, almighty God,
that we may be refreshed and nourished
by the Sacrament which we have received,

so as to be transformed into what we consume.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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