
I CALL YOU FRIENDS. We often refer to Jesus by honorific titles, such as Lord, but 
do we also think of him, as he thinks of us, as a friend? The Talmud suggests that we 
should do two things: acquire a teacher and choose a friend. In Jesus we have both 
the best teacher and the best friend we could ever hope to have.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 48: 20

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be 
heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: 
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
R. And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
V. Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant, almighty God, that we may 
celebrate with heartfelt devotion these 
days of joy, which we keep in honour of 
the risen Lord, and that what we relive in 
remembrance we may always hold to in what 
we do. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon 
the gentiles also.
As Peter reached the house Cornelius went 
out to meet him, knelt at his feet and 
prostrated himself. But Peter helped him up. 
‘Stand up,’ he said ‘I am only a man after all!’
 Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I 
have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God 
does not have favourites, but that anybody of 
any nationality who fears God and does what 
is right is acceptable to him.’
 While Peter was still speaking the Holy 
Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish 
believers who had accompanied Peter were 
all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
should be poured out on the pagans too, 
since they could hear them speaking strange 
languages and proclaiming the greatness of 
God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone 
refuse the water of baptism to these people, 
now they have received the Holy Spirit just 
as much as we have?’ He then gave orders 
for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Afterwards they begged him to stay 
on for some days.’
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PS Ps 97: 1-4. R. cf. v. 2

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations 
his saving power. (or Alleluia!)
1. Sing a new song to the Lord / for he has 
worked wonders. / His right hand and his 
holy arm / have brought salvation. R.
2. The Lord has made known his salvation; / 
has shown his justice to the nations. / He 
has remembered his truth and love / for the 
house of Israel. R.
3. All the ends of the earth have seen / the 
salvation of our God. / Shout to the Lord all 
the earth, / ring out your joy. R.

SECOND READING 1 Jn 4: 7-10

A reading from the first letter of St John
God is love.

My dear people,
let us love one another
since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God 

and knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have 

known God,
because God is love.
God’s love for us was revealed
when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through him;
this is the love I mean: 
not our love for God,
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 14: 23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we will 
come to them. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 15: 9-17

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
No one can have greater love than to lay down 
his life for his friends.

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 ‘As the Father has loved me, 
 so have I loved you. 
 Remain in my love. 
 If you keep my commandments 
 you will remain in my love,

 just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments

 and remain in his love. 
 I have told you this 
 so that my own joy may be in you 
 and your joy be complete. 
 This is my commandment:  
 love one another, 
 as I have loved you. 
 A man can have no greater love 
 than to lay down his life for his friends. 
 You are my friends, 
 if you do what I command you. 
 I shall not call you servants any more, 
 because a servant does not know 
 his master’s business; 
 I call you friends, 
 because I have made known to you 
 everything I have learnt from my Father. 
 You did not choose me, 
 no, I chose you; 
 and I commissioned you 
 to go out and to bear fruit, 
 fruit that will last; 
 and then the Father will give you 
 anything you ask him in my name. 
 What I command you 
 is to love one another.’ 
 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer: 

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord, 

together with the sacrificial offerings, so that, 
purified by your graciousness, we may be 
conformed to the mysteries of your mighty 
love. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-V OF EASTER
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world,  
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven  . . . 
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . . 
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . . 
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Jn 14: 15-16

If you love me, keep my commandments, 
says the Lord, and I will ask the Father 
and he will send you another Paraclete, 
to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Almighty ever-living God, who restore us 
to eternal life in the Resurrection of Christ, 
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this 
paschal Sacrament and pour into our hearts 

the strength of this saving food. Through 
Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

LOVING ONE ANOTHER  
AS JESUS LOVED

We can only start to imagine the surprise 
and unsettling effect on Peter when 
Cornelius, a Roman centurion, prostrated 
himself before him. Cornelius was a 
representative of a hated and oppressive 
foreign government and here he publicly 
humiliates himself in front of a Galilean 
fisherman! Peter’s own response is as 
generous and spontaneous as that of 
Cornelius: ‘God has no favourites!’ In 
saying this the barrier separating Jews 
and Gentiles is in the process of being 
shattered. When the gift of the Spirit is 
poured out so obviously on this Gentile 
household Peter can no longer see any 
reason to maintain long-held prejudices 
and instructs his companions to baptise 
them.
Breaking down barriers is at the heart 
of the readings for today as the Gospel 
invites us to no longer see God as a distant 
master to be feared. God loves us with 
that same love which leads Jesus to give 
his life for us. Changing our perception 
of God is one barrier to be overcome, 
but there is another, our perception of 
ourselves. Fear can keep us from God, 
from ourselves, and others. Invited to 
see ourselves as God’s friends we are also 
invited to respond by sharing in Jesus’ 
mission. To use the Gospel’s words, 
we are commissioned to bear fruit, to 
overcome our reserve, and join in the task 
of loving one another as Jesus has already 
loved us. In Jesus’ resurrection, we are not 
just saved from death, perhaps even more 
importantly, we are shown how to live.

Christopher Monaghan Cp
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

9 MAY 2021 

St Roch’s Church 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK:  

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jennifer L Philomina Fernandez  

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: John Patrick Connor,Frits Van Den Eynden  
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK:  

Sat 8th May  6:30pm Pro Popolo 

Sun 9th May 10am Fr Noel Kierce, O’Carm, on the 6th anniversary of his death  

Mon 10th May 5:30pm Eileen Burke, for the repose of her soul  

Tues 11th May 7:30am Ellen Burke, for the repose of her soul  

Wed 12th May 5:30pm Alma Burke, for the repose of her soul   

Thur 13th May 7:30am Private Intention 

Fri 14th May 7:30am Private Intention 

Mass Times: *  * Adoration and Benediction: 

Saturday  6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday  10 a.m. Mass  

Monday  5:30 p.m. Confessions: 

Tuesday  7:30 a.m. Saturday 6:00 –6:20 p.m. 

Wednesday  5:30 p.m. Sunday 9:30 a.m.—9:50 a.m. 

Thursday  7:30 a.m. Available after each Mass  

Friday  7:30 a.m. and during Adoration 

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Deacon:          Rev. Joseph Leach  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

Telephone: 9885 6611 Tuesday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Friday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

*Due to Father’s various  
commitments outside the parish 
and the fluid nature government 
restrictions, some of these liturgy 
times may change from week to 
week. Please check the parish  
bulletin for the most up-to-date 
liturgy times. * 

Sunday Mass link: 
https://calendly.com/strochs/
mass 

ST ROCH'S ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: 

 

The month of May honours the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus, as "The Queen of 
May".   Please join us in saying the Rosary; a powerful prayer to God through Mary.  Times for this 
month will be: 

 

8.00 a.m. immediately after the Tuesday daily Mass each week 

6.00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays  

 

Please remember that you must book on Calendly for the Saturday evening Mass associated with 
the relevant Rosary using https://calendly.com/strochs/mass 

QR CODE INTRODUCTION AT ST ROCH’S PARISH 

The following steps can be followed, should you need it on how to scan our QR code: 

1. Open the Camera app 

2. Select the rear facing camera. Hold your device so that the QR code appears in the camera view. 

Your device should recognize the QR code and show a notification. 

3. Tap the notification to open the link associated with the QR code. 

4. Fill out the required details and press submit. 
 

Once successfully completed you will receive a message saying  

“Thank you and enjoy your visit to St Roch’s Glen Iris Parish”. 

A REMINDER FOR ATTENDING MASS AT ST ROCH’S PARISH 

- every family/individual must check-in using the available QR Code 

- we still have to restrict numbers at Saturday/Sunday Mass and hence bookings are still required 

- please sit in the choir loft and side aisle pews to help with spreading out  

- we have a new volunteer position of ‘QR Code Assistant’ - for parishioners with a smart phone to assist those 

who do not have such a device 

- Saturday/Sunday Door Monitors please arrive 30min before Mass. 

- weekday Mass times have changed, with an evening Mass now on Mondays and Wednesdays  

NATIONAL CATHOLIC MEN’S GATHERING 2021:   

The National Catholic Men’s Gathering for 2021 will be launched online on Saturday 31st July. Join a diocesan 
group with your Bishop, or with your Men’s Ministry/Parish group or individually. Three sessions will be  
provided online, along with reflection questions for group discussion or individual reflection.  

Aim: To inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a vision for personal discipleship, service and mission in 
the family, parish/diocese and the world.  

Cost: FREE 

Registration: www.catholicmensgathering.com.au 

Program: Available from Saturday 31st July 2021  HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY: 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mums of our parish as well as those ladies who have played a significant role in 

our lives.  We pray for all the mums who could not be with us today. 

A MESSAGE OF THANKS: 

Fr Gallacher would like to thank all those parishioners who gave via the ‘Easter Offering’ envelopes.   

PROJECT COMPASSION: 

Thank you to all those who contributed to Project Compassion with St Roch’s total offering being  

donated $657.95.   

mailto:gleniris@cam.org.au
http://www.strochs.org.au/
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I CALL YOU FRIENDS. We often refer to Jesus by honorific titles, such as Lord, but 
do we also think of him, as he thinks of us, as a friend? The Talmud suggests that we 
should do two things: acquire a teacher and choose a friend. In Jesus we have both 
the best teacher and the best friend we could ever hope to have.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 48: 20

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be 
heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: 
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
R. And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
V. Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant, almighty God, that we may 
celebrate with heartfelt devotion these 
days of joy, which we keep in honour of 
the risen Lord, and that what we relive in 
remembrance we may always hold to in what 
we do. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon 
the gentiles also.
As Peter reached the house Cornelius went 
out to meet him, knelt at his feet and 
prostrated himself. But Peter helped him up. 
‘Stand up,’ he said ‘I am only a man after all!’
 Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I 
have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God 
does not have favourites, but that anybody of 
any nationality who fears God and does what 
is right is acceptable to him.’
 While Peter was still speaking the Holy 
Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish 
believers who had accompanied Peter were 
all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
should be poured out on the pagans too, 
since they could hear them speaking strange 
languages and proclaiming the greatness of 
God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone 
refuse the water of baptism to these people, 
now they have received the Holy Spirit just 
as much as we have?’ He then gave orders 
for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Afterwards they begged him to stay 
on for some days.’
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PS Ps 97: 1-4. R. cf. v. 2

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations 
his saving power. (or Alleluia!)
1. Sing a new song to the Lord / for he has 
worked wonders. / His right hand and his 
holy arm / have brought salvation. R.
2. The Lord has made known his salvation; / 
has shown his justice to the nations. / He 
has remembered his truth and love / for the 
house of Israel. R.
3. All the ends of the earth have seen / the 
salvation of our God. / Shout to the Lord all 
the earth, / ring out your joy. R.

SECOND READING 1 Jn 4: 7-10

A reading from the first letter of St John
God is love.

My dear people,
let us love one another
since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God 

and knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have 

known God,
because God is love.
God’s love for us was revealed
when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through him;
this is the love I mean: 
not our love for God,
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 14: 23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we will 
come to them. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 15: 9-17

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
No one can have greater love than to lay down 
his life for his friends.

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 ‘As the Father has loved me, 
 so have I loved you. 
 Remain in my love. 
 If you keep my commandments 
 you will remain in my love,

 just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments

 and remain in his love. 
 I have told you this 
 so that my own joy may be in you 
 and your joy be complete. 
 This is my commandment:  
 love one another, 
 as I have loved you. 
 A man can have no greater love 
 than to lay down his life for his friends. 
 You are my friends, 
 if you do what I command you. 
 I shall not call you servants any more, 
 because a servant does not know 
 his master’s business; 
 I call you friends, 
 because I have made known to you 
 everything I have learnt from my Father. 
 You did not choose me, 
 no, I chose you; 
 and I commissioned you 
 to go out and to bear fruit, 
 fruit that will last; 
 and then the Father will give you 
 anything you ask him in my name. 
 What I command you 
 is to love one another.’ 
 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer: 

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord, 

together with the sacrificial offerings, so that, 
purified by your graciousness, we may be 
conformed to the mysteries of your mighty 
love. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-V OF EASTER
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world,  
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven  . . . 
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . . 
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . . 
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Jn 14: 15-16

If you love me, keep my commandments, 
says the Lord, and I will ask the Father 
and he will send you another Paraclete, 
to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Almighty ever-living God, who restore us 
to eternal life in the Resurrection of Christ, 
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this 
paschal Sacrament and pour into our hearts 

the strength of this saving food. Through 
Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

LOVING ONE ANOTHER  
AS JESUS LOVED

We can only start to imagine the surprise 
and unsettling effect on Peter when 
Cornelius, a Roman centurion, prostrated 
himself before him. Cornelius was a 
representative of a hated and oppressive 
foreign government and here he publicly 
humiliates himself in front of a Galilean 
fisherman! Peter’s own response is as 
generous and spontaneous as that of 
Cornelius: ‘God has no favourites!’ In 
saying this the barrier separating Jews 
and Gentiles is in the process of being 
shattered. When the gift of the Spirit is 
poured out so obviously on this Gentile 
household Peter can no longer see any 
reason to maintain long-held prejudices 
and instructs his companions to baptise 
them.
Breaking down barriers is at the heart 
of the readings for today as the Gospel 
invites us to no longer see God as a distant 
master to be feared. God loves us with 
that same love which leads Jesus to give 
his life for us. Changing our perception 
of God is one barrier to be overcome, 
but there is another, our perception of 
ourselves. Fear can keep us from God, 
from ourselves, and others. Invited to 
see ourselves as God’s friends we are also 
invited to respond by sharing in Jesus’ 
mission. To use the Gospel’s words, 
we are commissioned to bear fruit, to 
overcome our reserve, and join in the task 
of loving one another as Jesus has already 
loved us. In Jesus’ resurrection, we are not 
just saved from death, perhaps even more 
importantly, we are shown how to live.
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