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CALMING THE STORM. When a storm blew up on the sea of Galilee, Jesus’ disciples 
feared that their boat would be swamped by the waves. But Jesus, who was with 
them, calmed the sea. At times we can feel that we are being swamped by various 
troubles. But Jesus is with us to protect us. Like the apostle Paul we are overwhelmed, 
not by storms and troubles, but by the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 27: 8-9

The Lord is the strength of his people,
a saving refuge for the one he has anointed.
Save your people, Lord, and bless your 
heritage,
and govern them for ever.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have 
mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / We 
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore 
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks 
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly 
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins 
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, / 
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the 
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you 
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / 
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God 
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere 
and love your holy name, for you never 
deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Job 38: 1, 8-11

A reading from the book of Job.
Here I have set the boundaries of the sea.

From the heart of the tempest the Lord gave 
Job his answer. He said: 

 Who pent up the sea behind closed doors
 when it leapt tumultuous out of the womb,
 when I wrapped it in a robe of mist
 and made black clouds its swaddling bands;
 when I marked the bounds it was not to 

cross
 and made it fast with a bolted gate?
 Come thus far, I said, and no farther: 
 here your proud waves shall break.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 106: 23-26, 28-31. R. v. 1

R. Give thanks to the Lord, his love is 
everlasting.

or 

R. Alleluia!

1. Some sailed to the sea in ships / to trade 
on the mighty waters. / These men have 
seen the Lord’s deeds, / the wonders he 
does in the deep. R.

2. For he spoke; he summoned the gale, / 
tossing the waves of the sea / up to 
heaven and back into the deep; / their 
soul melted away in their distress. R.

3. Then they cried to the Lord in their 
need / and he rescued them from their 
distress. / He stilled the storm to a 
whisper:  / all the waves of the sea were 
hushed. R.

4. They rejoiced because of the calm / and 
he led them to the haven they desired. / 
Let them thank the Lord for his love, / 
the wonders he does for men. R.

SECOND READING 2 Cor 5: 14-17

A reading from the second letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians.
All things are made new.

The love of Christ overwhelms us when we 
reflect that if one man has died for all, then 
all men should be dead; and the reason he 
died for all was so that living men should live 
no longer for themselves, but for him who 
died and was raised to life for them.

 From now onwards, therefore, we do not 
judge anyone by the standards of the flesh. 
Even if we did once know Christ in the flesh, 
that is not how we know him now. And 
for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new 
creation; the old creation has gone, and now 
the new one is here.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 7: 16 

Alleluia, alleluia!

A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 4: 35-41

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea 
obey him.

With the coming of evening, Jesus said to his 
disciples, ‘Let us cross over to the other side.’ 
And leaving the crowd behind they took 
him, just as he was, in the boat; and there 
were other boats with him. Then it began 
to blow a gale and the waves were breaking 
into the boat so that it was almost swamped. 
But he was in the stern, his head on the 
cushion, asleep. They woke him and said 
to him, ‘Master, do you not care? We are 
going down!’ And he woke up and rebuked 
the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be 
calm!’ And the wind dropped, and all was 
calm again. Then he said to them, ‘Why are 
you so frightened? How is it that you have 
no faith?’ They were filled with awe and said 
to one another, ‘Who can this be? Even the 
wind and the sea obey him.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer: 

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Receive, O Lord, the sacrifice of 
conciliation and praise and grant that, 
cleansed by its action, we may make offering 
of a heart pleasing to you. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray. . . 
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said. . . 
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ps 144: 15

The eyes of all look to you, Lord,
and you give them their food in due 
season.

PRAYER  AFTER COMMUNION
P. Renewed and nourished by the Sacred 
Body and Precious Blood of your Son, we 
ask of your mercy, O Lord, that what we 
celebrate with constant devotion may be our 
sure pledge of redemption. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

JESUS’ SAVING PRESENCE
For the people of Israel, the creation of the 
world was the act of bringing order where 
there had been chaos. Like other peoples 
of the ancient near east, they believed 
that the primary symbol of all that was 
uncontrolled and beyond our power was 
that of the ocean and darkness. Job speaks 
of how it is God who marks out the limits 
of the waters that would engulf humanity, 
waters that once were given their sway 
in the flood. The act of creation is one 
where chaos is forced to retreat, where 
God’s creative and ordering power gives 
us a place where we can live in safety. 
The story of Jesus calming the storm on 
the lake was to become a powerful means 
for early Christians to express their belief 
in Jesus as sharing in this creative power 
of God. The disciples are brought face 
to face with their desperate need for 
the saving presence of their Master. It 
is Jesus’ powerful word that now brings 
peace where a storm raged and threatened 
to overcome them.

Paul is overwhelmed, not by storms and 
waves that would engulf him, but by the 
love of God which has been poured into 
our hearts in Jesus. He has come to see 
in Jesus’ life given for us the means by 
which we are brought into a new creation. 
Jesus is the one who has overcome all that 
would keep us from being truly alive. In 
the face of his boundless and creative 
love, even the power of death is bowed 
and silenced.

Christopher Monaghan Cp
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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

20 JUNE 2021 

St Roch’s Church 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK:  

RECENTLY DECEASED:  

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Kevin Craven Meagher, Libby Richards 
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK:  

Sat 19th June 6:30 p.m. Private Intention  

Sun 20th June 8 a.m. Pro Popolo 

 10 a.m. Kevin Meagher & Libby Richards,  

  for their anniversaries   

Mon 21st June 5:30 p.m. Private Intention  

Tues 22nd June 7:30 a.m. Private Intention  

Wed 23rd June 5:30 p.m. Private Intention 

Thurs 24th June 7:30 a.m. Private Intention  

Fri 25th June 7:30 a.m. Brinsley Quyn, for the repose of his soul 

Mass Times: *  * Adoration and Benediction: 

Saturday 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 8:00 a.m.  

 10:00 a.m. Confessions: 

Monday 5:30 p.m. Saturday 6:00 —6:20 p.m. 

Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Sunday 7:30 —7:50 a.m. 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 9:30 —9:50 a.m. 

Thursday 7:30 a.m.  

Friday 7:30 a.m.  

 Also available after each  

 weekend Mass and during Adoration 

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Deacon:          Rev. Joseph Leach  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

Telephone: 9885 6611 Tuesday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Friday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS TO ST ROCH’S PARISH:  

Parishioners are able to make contributions or offerings to St Roch’s via  
https://bit.ly/CDFpayGlenIris .  The offerings can be for Thanksgiving, Easter Offering,  
Mass Intentions, donations or a specific cause.   

Thank you for your continued contributions to our Parish. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY :  WINTER APPEAL 

The Winter Appeal is relied upon by our Glen Iris Conference of St Cecilia's and St Roch's to distribute food 
and clothing gift cards to people in need in our suburb and in Prahran and Windsor.  

There are seven parishioners from St Roch's who are active in volunteering their time to visit people in 
need. Combined, our Conference visits over 300 people per year. They follow this Vinnies mantra: 

“Charity, not for reward, but to walk in the footsteps of Our Lord”. 

 

Tax deductible donations can be made by visiting  VINNIES.ORG.AU or phone 13 18 12 

It is important to mention "Glen Iris 431" as a reference in your donation. 

Also donation envelopes will be in the narthex of church and can be deposited into our wooden donation 
box near the sacristy. 

Thank you for your support. 

Frank McLinden : Vinnies Glen Iris Conference;  please call me for any Vinnies matters 0419 524 370 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Please call the Parish Office on 9885 6611. 
 
Communion to the Sick: 
Will be available only as Viaticum 
(those approaching their last days). 
 
Please call the Parish Office on 9885 6611. 

 

*Due to Father’s various commitments  

outside the parish and the fluid nature of 

government restrictions, some of these  

liturgy times may change from week to 

week.  

Sunday Mass link: 

https://calendly.com/strochs/mass 

Due to the current COVID restrictions this event will be rescheduled. 

 

UPCOMING EVENT: [Date to be announced] 

Book Launch and Signing 

On a Sunday to be announced, after the 10.00 Mass, Deacon Joe’s fantasy novel ‘The Broken’ will have its 

long, COVID delayed launch in the parish hall. There will be a short talk on the role of fiction and fantasy in 

Christian life and an introduction to the book. All are invited. Please note: while signed copies of the book 

will be available for purchase at a discount ($20), there will be absolutely no sale expectations.  

Independent reviews of the book can be found here:  

https://www.gippsanglican.org.au/assets/00TGA/2020/TGA_June_20FINAL1.pdf  - Page 10 

And here:  http://tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/this-months-tma - Page 22 

ST ROCH’S ROSARY PRAYER GROUP:  

Rosary times will again be: 

8.00 a.m. immediately after the Tuesday morning Mass each week  
6.00 p.m. on the Second and Fourth Saturdays prior to the Saturday Vigil Mass (26 June, 10 and 24 July) 

Please remember that you must book on Calendly for the associated Saturday Vigil Mass to join in the Rosary. 
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CALMING THE STORM. When a storm blew up on the sea of Galilee, Jesus’ disciples 
feared that their boat would be swamped by the waves. But Jesus, who was with 
them, calmed the sea. At times we can feel that we are being swamped by various 
troubles. But Jesus is with us to protect us. Like the apostle Paul we are overwhelmed, 
not by storms and troubles, but by the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 27: 8-9

The Lord is the strength of his people,
a saving refuge for the one he has anointed.
Save your people, Lord, and bless your 
heritage,
and govern them for ever.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have 
mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / We 
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore 
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks 
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly 
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins 
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, / 
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the 
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you 
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / 
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God 
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere 
and love your holy name, for you never 
deprive of your guidance those you set firm 
on the foundation of your love. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Job 38: 1, 8-11

A reading from the book of Job.
Here I have set the boundaries of the sea.

From the heart of the tempest the Lord gave 
Job his answer. He said: 

 Who pent up the sea behind closed doors
 when it leapt tumultuous out of the womb,
 when I wrapped it in a robe of mist
 and made black clouds its swaddling bands;
 when I marked the bounds it was not to 

cross
 and made it fast with a bolted gate?
 Come thus far, I said, and no farther: 
 here your proud waves shall break.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 106: 23-26, 28-31. R. v. 1

R. Give thanks to the Lord, his love is 
everlasting.

or 

R. Alleluia!

1. Some sailed to the sea in ships / to trade 
on the mighty waters. / These men have 
seen the Lord’s deeds, / the wonders he 
does in the deep. R.

2. For he spoke; he summoned the gale, / 
tossing the waves of the sea / up to 
heaven and back into the deep; / their 
soul melted away in their distress. R.

3. Then they cried to the Lord in their 
need / and he rescued them from their 
distress. / He stilled the storm to a 
whisper:  / all the waves of the sea were 
hushed. R.

4. They rejoiced because of the calm / and 
he led them to the haven they desired. / 
Let them thank the Lord for his love, / 
the wonders he does for men. R.

SECOND READING 2 Cor 5: 14-17

A reading from the second letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians.
All things are made new.

The love of Christ overwhelms us when we 
reflect that if one man has died for all, then 
all men should be dead; and the reason he 
died for all was so that living men should live 
no longer for themselves, but for him who 
died and was raised to life for them.

 From now onwards, therefore, we do not 
judge anyone by the standards of the flesh. 
Even if we did once know Christ in the flesh, 
that is not how we know him now. And 
for anyone who is in Christ, there is a new 
creation; the old creation has gone, and now 
the new one is here.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 7: 16 

Alleluia, alleluia!

A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 4: 35-41

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea 
obey him.

With the coming of evening, Jesus said to his 
disciples, ‘Let us cross over to the other side.’ 
And leaving the crowd behind they took 
him, just as he was, in the boat; and there 
were other boats with him. Then it began 
to blow a gale and the waves were breaking 
into the boat so that it was almost swamped. 
But he was in the stern, his head on the 
cushion, asleep. They woke him and said 
to him, ‘Master, do you not care? We are 
going down!’ And he woke up and rebuked 
the wind and said to the sea, ‘Quiet now! Be 
calm!’ And the wind dropped, and all was 
calm again. Then he said to them, ‘Why are 
you so frightened? How is it that you have 
no faith?’ They were filled with awe and said 
to one another, ‘Who can this be? Even the 
wind and the sea obey him.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer: 

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Receive, O Lord, the sacrifice of 
conciliation and praise and grant that, 
cleansed by its action, we may make offering 
of a heart pleasing to you. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray. . . 
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said. . . 
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ps 144: 15

The eyes of all look to you, Lord,
and you give them their food in due 
season.

PRAYER  AFTER COMMUNION
P. Renewed and nourished by the Sacred 
Body and Precious Blood of your Son, we 
ask of your mercy, O Lord, that what we 
celebrate with constant devotion may be our 
sure pledge of redemption. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

JESUS’ SAVING PRESENCE
For the people of Israel, the creation of the 
world was the act of bringing order where 
there had been chaos. Like other peoples 
of the ancient near east, they believed 
that the primary symbol of all that was 
uncontrolled and beyond our power was 
that of the ocean and darkness. Job speaks 
of how it is God who marks out the limits 
of the waters that would engulf humanity, 
waters that once were given their sway 
in the flood. The act of creation is one 
where chaos is forced to retreat, where 
God’s creative and ordering power gives 
us a place where we can live in safety. 
The story of Jesus calming the storm on 
the lake was to become a powerful means 
for early Christians to express their belief 
in Jesus as sharing in this creative power 
of God. The disciples are brought face 
to face with their desperate need for 
the saving presence of their Master. It 
is Jesus’ powerful word that now brings 
peace where a storm raged and threatened 
to overcome them.

Paul is overwhelmed, not by storms and 
waves that would engulf him, but by the 
love of God which has been poured into 
our hearts in Jesus. He has come to see 
in Jesus’ life given for us the means by 
which we are brought into a new creation. 
Jesus is the one who has overcome all that 
would keep us from being truly alive. In 
the face of his boundless and creative 
love, even the power of death is bowed 
and silenced.
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