The Ascension of the Lord / C

29 May 2022

THE LORD WILL RETURN. The Ascension of Jesus, whereby he is glorified at the
Father’s right hand and made ‘ruler of everything’, does not signal his departure from
our midst. It points rather to a new mode of presence that will endure ‘until the end
of the world’. In the meantime, it is our vocation, as his Church, to reveal him.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Acts 1:11

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at
the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw
ascending into heaven will return as you
saw him go, alleluia.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. Your are the first born of all creation:
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the head of the body, the Church:
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God,
and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving,
for the Ascension of Christ your Son is our
exaltation, and, where the Head has gone
before in glory, the Body is called to follow
in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with
everything Jesus had done and taught from
the beginning until the day he gave his
instructions to the apostles he had chosen
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them
after his Passion by many demonstrations:
for forty days he had continued to appear
to them and tell them about the kingdom of
God. When he had been at table with them,
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for what the Father had
promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have
heard me speak about: John baptised with
water but you, not many days from now, will
be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him,
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to
restore the kingdom of Israel?’ He replied, ‘It
is not for you to know times or dates that
the Father has decided by his own authority,
but you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be
my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but
throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed
to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while
they looked on, and a cloud took him from
their sight. They were still staring into the
sky when suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are
you men from Galilee standing here looking
into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will
come back in the same way as you have seen
him go there.’
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 46:2-3, 6-9. R. v. 6
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
(or Alleluia!)
1. All peoples, clap your hands, / cry to God
with shouts of joy! / For the Lord, the Most
High, we must fear, / great king over all the
earth. R.

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord
goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for
God, sing praise, / sing praise to our king,
sing praise. R.
3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise
with all your skill. / God is king over the
nations; / God reigns on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING

Eph 1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to
the Ephesians
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in
heaven.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom
and perception of what is revealed, to bring
you to full knowledge of him. May he
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you
can see what hope his call holds for you, what
rich glories he has promised the saints will
inherit and how infinitely great is the power
that he has exercised for us believers. This
you can tell from the strength of his power at
work in Christ, when he used it to raise him
from the dead and to make him sit at his right
hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty,
Authority, Power, or Domination, or any
other name that can be named, not only in
this age, but also in the age to come. He has
put all things under his feet, and made him
as the ruler of everything, the head of the
Church; which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills the whole creation.
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.
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St Roch’s Church
Mass Times
Saturday
Sunday

Adoration and Benediction:
6:30 p.m.

Cancelled this week

10:00 a.m.

*See notice below

5:00 p.m.
Weekday Masses—*See notice below
Confessions:
Available before each Mass
on the weekend
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher
Deacon:

Rev. Joseph Leach

Secretary:

Mrs Clare Snell

Parish Office Hours

Telephone: 9885 6611

Tues. 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au

Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Website: www.strochs.org.au

Fri. 8.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m.

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:
CURRENTLY SICK: Saul Bastomsky, Anne Kelly, Tony Kennedy
RECENTLY DECEASED:
ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Vittorio Giuseppe Pirera
MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:
Saturday 27th May
6:30 p.m.
Private Intention

Sunday 28th May

10:00 a.m.

Private Intention

5:00 p.m.

Private Intention

WELCOME FR STEWART TO ST ROCH’S PARISH
This weekend we welcome Fr Robert Stewart OFM Cap to St. Roch’s Parish who will be celebrating the weekend
Masses and hearing Confessions again for us while Father Gallacher is on annual leave.
Clare Snell

NO WEEKDAY MASSES AND ADORATION:

As Fr Gallacher is on annual leave again this week there will be no weekday Masses or Adoration this
week.
ST ROCH’S CONFIRMATION SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2022:
Any families with children not attending St Roch's Primary School in Year 4 and above, wishing to
receive the sacrament of Confirmation this year please contact our Sacramental Coordinator,
Jessica Mount via email jgmount@hotmail.com to enrol or enquire.
SPECIAL COLLECTION—BREAD TAGS FOR WHEELCHAIRS:
A special collection of bread tags is taking place at St. Roch’s Primary School’s Office. Once collected
the bread tags will be recycled to fund wheelchairs, mainly in South Africa. It would be lovely if we
could all contribute to such a worthy cause. Thank you for considering this.
Clare Snell

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY ASSISTING
REFUGEE STUDENTS
MERCY CONNECT MELBOURNE/ Mercy Works
Ltd. is currently recruiting volunteers to
academically support Refugee and Asylum
Seekers in Primary and Secondary schools across
the Melbourne Archdiocese and also adult centre.
Experience working in an educational setting is
preferred but not limited to. Please contact
Sr. Mary Lewis RSM for an application form and
further information. The training day is in July.

ST ROCH’S CATHOLIC PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL

ENROLMENTS 2023:
School Tour Date:
Sunday 29 May 11.00 a.m.
or by appointment
Community
Academic Excellence
Wellbeing
W: http://www.srgleniris.catholic.edu.au
E: office@srgleniris.catholic.edu.au
P: 9885 7704

Email: somml@bigpond.com
(preferred for contact)
Website: www.mercyworks.org.au
Tel: 9326 1895

JOCARE TABLET LOAN PROGRAM
Are you interested in learning to use a Tablet or iPad?
JoCare is running a new program to encourage digital
literacy amongst older people.
We are loaning Samsung tablets with internet included
for 3 months. Tuition and support is available. The
program is open to older people who do not own a
tablet/ipad device. We have a few places left in our
program starting next week.
Any questions please don’t hesitate to contact us. We
look forward to serving your community.
JoCare Caring for neighbours
St Joseph's Parish
47 Stanhope St Malvern Vic 3144
Contact us 0468 732 999

ANIMA EDUCATION PRESENTS – COME HOLY SPIRIT! A PENTECOST RETREAT FOR MEN AND WOMEN

Have you ever wanted to grow closer to the Holy Spirit? Or not sure
how to include Him in your prayer? This is a perfect
preparation for Pentecost. In our half-day reflection, we will present
two short talks looking at the Holy Spirit in Scripture and in
Tradition. Then time will be given for prayer, followed by lunch
(included in price).
Date: Saturday 4 June 2022
Time: 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (lunch served at 12:30)
Venue:
St. Philip’s Parish School Hall, 60 Junction Road, Blackburn North
Price: $30pp (Plus booking fee)
Bookings: http://trybooking.com/BZPKV
Enquiries:
David Schütz 0400 978 938 or animaeducation@animanetwork.org

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Mt 28:19, 20

Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people
my gospel. I am with you always, until
the end of the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 24:46-53

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is
written that the Christ would suffer and on
the third day rise from the dead, and that,
in his name, repentance for the forgiveness
of sins would be preached to all the nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses
to this.
‘And now I am sending down to you what
the Father has promised. Stay in the city then,
until you are clothed with the power from on
high.’ Then he took them out as far as the
outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his hands
he blessed them. Now as he blessed them, he
withdrew from them and was carried up to
heaven. They worshipped him and then went
back to Jerusalem full of joy; and they were
continually in the Temple praising God.
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY
PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from the
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; / from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead. / I believe
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic
Church, / the communion of saints, / the
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. We offer sacrifice now in supplication,
O Lord,
to honour the wondrous Ascension of your
Son:
grant, we pray, that through this most
holy exchange we, too, may rise up to the
heavenly realms.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OR II OF THE ASCENSION
OF THE LORD
After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

on earth to celebrate divine mysteries, grant,
we pray, that Christian hope may draw us
onward to where our nature is united with
you.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

Mt 28:20

Behold, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Almighty ever-living God, who allow those

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
REFLECTING ON OUR CALL
As we celebrate the feast of the Ascension
the words of the angels to the disciples can
serve as a useful reminder of the meaning
of this feast: ‘Why are you standing here
looking up at the sky?’ The disciples
had just witnessed the departure of their
Lord and while their immediate reaction
was natural there was work to be done;
a mission had been entrusted to them. It
was no time for standing still but getting
down to the work at hand.
Firstly, the Lord had given them the
mission of preaching the salvation
that Jesus offered to the whole world.
Secondly, they had to prepare for the
gift of the Spirit which would enable
and empower them to undertake their
task. As the Gospel of Luke concludes we
find the disciples in prayer in the temple
waiting for the gift of the Spirit, joyfully
pondering on what they had experienced.
The reading from the letter to the
Ephesians calls us to share in that journey
of reflection into the meaning of not
only the life of Jesus but our own life as
Christians. As Paul reflected on Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection, he came to see
that it was truly a cosmic event. Jesus was
not just Lord of death but all creation.
The Ephesians are invited to reflect
on the richness of the gift they have all
received as Christians. Today’s feast of
the Ascension calls us to rejoice in, and
reflect on, our call and mission.
Christopher Monaghan CP
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