Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time / C

4 September 2022

PUT JESUS FIRST. It is somewhat shocking to hear Jesus say, ‘Whoever comes to me
without hating (family members) cannot be my disciple’. Jesus is using hyperbole to
stress that we must give first place to following him. If that puts us in conflict with our
family, we must choose Jesus. Thankfully, most of us don’t face such a conflict. We
can rejoice in God and in family, as Paul does in today’s Second Reading.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Ps 118: 137, 124

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement
is right; treat your servant in accord with
your merciful love.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have
mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. O God, by whom we are redeemed and
receive adoption, look graciously upon your

beloved sons and daughters, that those who
believe in Christ may receive true freedom
and an everlasting inheritance. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

Wis 9:13-18

A reading from the book of Wisdom
Who can comprehend the will of the Lord?

‘What man can know the intentions of God?
Who can divine the will of the Lord?
The reasonings of mortals are unsure
and our intentions unstable;
for a perishable body presses down the soul,
and this tent of clay weighs down the
teeming mind.
It is hard enough for us to work out what
is on earth,
laborious to know what lies within our reach;
who, then, can discover what is in the
heavens?
As for your intention, who could have learnt
it, had you not granted Wisdom
and sent your holy spirit from above?
Thus have the paths of those on earth been
straightened
and men been taught what pleases you,
and saved, by Wisdom.’
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM

Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17. R. v. 1

R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.
1. You turn men back into dust / and say:
‘Go back, sons of men.’ / To your eyes a
thousand years / are like yesterday, come
and gone, / no more than a watch in the
night. R.
2. You sweep men away like a dream, / like
grass which springs up in the morning. / In
the morning it springs up and flowers: / by
evening it withers and fades. R.
3. Make us know the shortness of our life /
that we may gain wisdom of heart. / Lord,
relent! Is your anger for ever? / Show pity to
your servants. R.
4. In the morning, fill us with your love; /
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. / Let
the favour of the Lord be upon us: / give
success to the work of our hands. R.

SECOND READING

Philem 9-10, 12-17

A reading from the letter of St Paul to
Philemon
Receive him, not as a slave anymore, but as a
very dear brother.

This is Paul writing, an old man now and,
what is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus.
I am appealing to you for a child of mine,
whose father I became while wearing these
chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him
back to you, and with him – I could say –
a part of my own self. I should have liked
to keep him with me; he could have been a
substitute for you, to help me while I am in
the chains that the Good News has brought
me. However, I did not want to do anything
without your consent; it would have been
forcing your act of kindness, which should be
spontaneous. I know you have been deprived
of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so
that you could have him back for ever, not as
a slave any more, but something much better
than a slave, a dear brother; especially dear to
me, but how much more to you, as a bloodbrother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if
all that we have in common means anything
to you, welcome him as you would me.
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Ps 118:135

Alleluia, alleluia!
Let your face shine on your servant,
and teach me your laws.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Lk 14:25-33

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
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The Holy Souls of Purgatory

THIS WEEKEND—ANNUAL FATHERS’ DAY APPEAL

The Priests’ Retirement Foundation was set up in 1990 by Archbishop Little with the motto “caring for those
who cared” with the Foundation relying on the support of parishioners.
The Priests Retirement Foundation runs the Father’s day appeal annually on the first Sunday of September,
Father’s Day. Appeal envelopes will be available in the narthex either where the bulletins can be found or on
one of the tables. The donations received go towards the cost of supporting our retired priests, a cost of
approximately $3m annually. As Archbishop Comensoli says (on the Appeal envelope):
“It has been a wonderful custom in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to allow the faithful of the
Archdiocese to show something of their own appreciation through an annual Fathers’ Day Appeal.
The appear goes to the care of retired and sick priests by providing suitable accommodation,
medical assistance and a comfortable standard of living for them. May I commend the Appeal to
you.
Please pray for your priests, as they pray for you!”

THEOLOGY AT THE PUB –MONDAY 5 SEPTEMBER—FR NICHOLAS PEARCE
Join us on Monday the 5th of September, as Fr Nicholas Pearce presents on the psychology of pornography and how it is
putting our generation at risk.
Talk: The Problem with Pornography
Doors open: 6pm
Talk starts: 7:30pm
Location: Lvl 1, European Bier Cafe, 120 Exhibition St.
Fr Nicholas Pearce is Senior Chaplain for Youth, Young Adults and Campus Ministry in the Archdiocese of Melbourne and
Parish Priest of St Michael's Parish, North Melbourne. He has a Masters in Psychology and is in addition to his role
supporting young people in the Archdiocese of Melbourne he is completing a Masters in Clinical Mental Health Counselling
through Divine Mercy University in Washington DC.

MADE FOR GREATNESS (MEN’S GROUP)

FRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 8 PM—10 PM
ST. ROCH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
An evening for men in pursuit of their Created Image,
hosted by the Emmanuel Community.
Adoration & Confession - Beer & Brotherhood
When: 9th September, 8 -10pm
Where: St. Roch’s Catholic Church,
200 Burke Rd, Glen Iris.

GOD AND BEER - MONDAY 12 SEPTEMBER
THE NOTTING HILL HOTEL
Speaker: Dr Kevin Donnelly
Topic: Christianity and the Future of the West
Time: 6.30pm for a meal, 7.30pm for the talk.
Venue: The Notting Hill Hotel, 260-262 Ferntree Gully
Rd, Notting Hill, Melbourne, Victoria
RSPV: Godandbeer.com.au or
contact us on 0468 732 999
Cost: Free! However, places are limited so please
register to avoid disappointment and to hear about
future events. Meals are available for purchase.

ANIMA EDUCATION PRESENTS—ʽAN INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE’
Starting Monday 19 September 2022, Anima Education will run Introduction to Scripture. This online series,
presented by David Schütz with tutor Natasha Petrakos, offers an introduction to Scripture – how to read
Scripture, the history behind it, and how the Church reads it today. It is available to anyone interested in
learning more about the Word of God and for teachers is MACS Accredited.
Further details can be found at
http://animanetwork.org/anima-education/an-introduction-to-scripture/ or to book
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=933646&
ST. ROCH’S & ST. CECILIA’S WOMEN’S GOLF DAY—SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER 2022:
Sunday 30th October 2022 will be the date for the St Roch’s and St Cecilia’s LADIES’ Golf Day and Dinner. Golf will be at
Malvern Valley starting at 10:30 a.m. for those interested in playing golf (cost $30).

A dinner invitation to ALL ladies in the Parish is extended. Dinner will be at venue to be advised - so stay tuned! Please call
or text Jennie Ball to register your interest in playing golf. It would be very helpful if you could find a golf partner &
register as a pair!
Jennie Ball 0419 548 143

ST. ROCH’S & ST. CECILIA’S MEN’S GOLF DAY—SUNDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2022:
We are pleased to announce after 3 years the return of the very popular Men’s Golf Day, which occur on
Sunday 13 November 2022. So if you are interested in either playing a round of golf followed by dinner
afterwards, or joining the men of the parish for a spit roast dinner supplied by Spitting Image we look forward to seeing
you there.
This is a great opportunity to meet new parishioners and reconnect with those we’ve missed in recent times.
More details to follow.

All who do not renounce their possessions cannot
be my disciples.

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way
and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any
man comes to me without hating his father,
mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters,
yes and his own life too, he cannot be my
disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross
and come after me cannot be my disciple.
‘And indeed, which of you here, intending
to build a tower, would not first sit down and
work out the cost to see if he had enough
to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the
foundation and then found himself unable
to finish the work, the onlookers would all
start making fun of him and saying, ‘Here is
a man who started to build and was unable to
finish.’ Or again, what king marching to war
against another king would not first sit down
and consider whether with ten thousand men
he could stand up to the other who advanced
against him with twenty thousand? If not,
then while the other king was still a long way
off, he would send envoys to sue for peace.
So in the same way, none of you can be my
disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

sacred mystery, we may be faithfully united
in mind and heart. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE CONCLUDING RITES

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE
SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME

P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /
the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
R. Amen.

HOMILY

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

gifts that we may merit an eternal share in his
life. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

cf. Ps 41:2-3

Like the deer that yearns for running
streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my God;
my soul is thirsting for God, the living
God.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. O God, who give us the gift of true prayer
and of peace, graciously grant that, through
this offering, we may do fitting homage to
your divine majesty and, by partaking of the

P. Grant that your faithful, O Lord, whom
you nourish and endow with life through the
food of your Word and heavenly Sacrament,
may so benefit from your beloved Son’s great

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
GETTING OF WISDOM
The search for wisdom has never been
an easy one and each of us grapples
with the challenge of making sense of
the complex tapestry of life. As the first
reading so pointedly observes, ‘It is hard
enough to work out what is on earth ...
who, then, can discover what is in the
heavens?’ In the centuries that preceded
Jesus’ birth the people of Israel were
fascinated, frightened and challenged
by their encounter with the culture and
philosophy of the Greek-speaking world.
The book of Wisdom is one of the fruits
of that encounter and was itself written
in Greek. While the Greeks looked to
Plato and Aristotle, the author of the
book of Wisdom had come to see that
true wisdom is a gift from God and is to
be found in the traditions of Israel most
particularly in the Law of Moses.
Jesus knew all too well that true wisdom
has its price. As he journeys towards his
death, those who would be disciples are
forcefully reminded to carefully consider
the cost of discipleship.
Paul was one apostle of the Lord who
knew the cost of discipleship. For the sake
of the gospel he had gone through many
trials (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:22-29) and
had suffered and learnt much. Writing
from prison he now has to call on all his
stores of wisdom to convince Philemon to
take back his runaway slave Onesimus.
In a world where slavery was an accepted
reality, Philemon is challenged to see his
former slave as a brother in Christ.
Christopher Monaghan CP
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