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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

CHANGE OF HEART
By the time Isaiah wrote, Israel had had 
some centuries of experience of kings, 
both good and bad. In that time there 
had been plenty of opportunities to learn 
what were the qualities that marked an 
ideal king – the presence of the spirit 
of the Lord, wisdom, insight, integrity, 
fairness, faithfulness, and concern for 
the poor. The longed for messiah would 
establish true quality of life, where even 
natural enemies would be able to live in 
peace.
One of the vexing problems Paul addressed 
among the Christians of Rome was how 
to overcome division and encourage 
tolerance, understanding and peace. 
His solution was to use the example of 
Jesus’ tolerance and love as the basis and 
springboard for our way. In this way, even 
Jewish and Gentile Christians who were 
divided on the issue of food laws, would 
be able to live in peace with one another 
as they waited for the Lord’s coming.
As John the Baptist began his ministry the 
time of the messiah, longed for by Isaiah, 
was finally dawning. The hope that had 
sustained generations was now being 
realised. John looked upon the evils of his 
day and saw that while the messiah was 
soon to return the people were not yet 
prepared to greet him. They mistakenly 
relied on belonging to the people of Israel 
by virtue of their birth. John saw that 
such children of God were as plentiful 
and as worthless as the stones that made 
farming so difficult. Then, as now, what 
was called for was a change of heart and 
an openness to the invitation to prepare 
for the Lord’s coming among us.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

GOD’S KINGDOM IS NEAR. John the Baptist urged the people to prepare for the 
coming of the kingdom by repenting of their sins. Their baptism by John in the Jordan 
River was an important ritual act of sorrow. But they also had to express their sorrow 
by reforming their lives. The sacrament of reconciliation, and right living, are excellent 
means through which we can prepare for the feast of Christmas.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 30: 19, 30

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will 
come to save the nations, and the Lord 
will make the glory of his voice heard in 
the joy of your heart.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive 
us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
P. Almighty and merciful God, may no 
earthly undertaking hinder those who set 
out in haste to meet your Son, but may 
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us 
admittance to his company.  Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Isa 11:1-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor  

of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;
his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together
with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair
the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm,
on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge 

of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse
shall stand as signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PS Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17. R. cf. v. 7

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O God, give your judgement to the 
king, / to a king’s son your justice, / that he 
may judge your people in justice / and your 
poor in right judgement. R.

2. In his days justice shall flourish / and 
peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from 
sea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s 
bounds. R. 

3. For he shall save the poor when they 
cry / and the needy who are helpless. / He 
will have pity on the weak / and save the 
lives of the poor. R.

4. May his name be blessed for ever / 
and endure like the sun. / Every tribe shall 
be blessed in him, / all nations bless his 
name. R.

SECOND READING Rom 15:4-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
Christ, the hope of all people.
Everything that was written long ago in the 
scriptures was meant to teach us something 
about hope from the examples scripture gives 
of how people who did not give up were helped 
by God. And may he who helps us when we 
refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant 
with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice 
you may give glory to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
 It can only be to God’s glory, then, for 
you to treat each other in the same friendly 
way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ 
became the servant of circumcised Jews was 
not only so that God could faithfully carry 
out the promises made to the patriarchs, it 
was also to get the pagans to give glory to 
God for his mercy, as scripture says in one 
place: For this I shall praise you among the 
pagans and sing your name.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 3:4, 6

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths: all people shall see the 
salvation of God. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 3:1-12

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this 
was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

 A voice cries in the wilderness:
 Prepare a way for the Lord,
 make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of 
camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way to him, and 
as they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan they confessed their sins. But when 
he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood 
of vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? But if you are 
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and 
do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, 
God can raise children for Abraham from 
these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the 
roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails 
to produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 
repentance, but the one who follows me is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff 
he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble 
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no 

merits to plead our cause, come, we pray, to 
our rescue with the protection of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OF ADVENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray …
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said …
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 5: 5; 4: 36

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the 
heights, and behold the joy which comes 
to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Replenished by the food of spiritual 
nourishment, we humbly beseech you, 
O Lord, that, through our partaking in this 
mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely 
the things of earth and hold firm to the 
things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your 
life.
R. Thanks be to God.
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

04 DECEMBER 2022 

St Roch’s Church 

Mass Times  Adoration and Benediction: 

Saturday  6:30 p.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday  10:00 a.m.  

 5:00 p.m.  

 Confessions: 

Monday 5:30 p.m. Saturday : 6:00—6:20 p.m. 

Tuesday 9:15 a.m. Sunday : 9:00—9:50 a.m. 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m.  4:30—4:50 p.m. 

Thursday 9:15 a.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 6:50 p.m. 

Friday 5:30 p.m. Friday 4:00 p.m.– 5:20 p.m. 

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

Telephone: 9885 6611 Tues. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thurs. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Fri. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK: Peter Conroy, Stuart Taylor 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
 

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: John and Kath Malone 
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:  

Sat 3rd Dec 6:30 p.m. Pansy Quyn, for the repose of her soul for her anniversary  

Sun 4th Dec 10:00 a.m. Pro Popolo 

 5:00 p.m. The Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Mon 5th Dec 5:30 p.m. The Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Tues 6th Dec 9:15 a.m. Matthew Simms, for the repose of his soul on his 13th anniversary  

Wed 7th Dec 5:30 p.m. The Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Thur 8th Dec 9:15 a.m. The Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Fri 9th Dec 5:30 p.m. The Holy Souls in Purgatory  

2023 COLUMBAN CALENDARS 

The St. Vincent de Paul Conference of  
Glen Iris have decided not to sell these  
calendars this year.  If you would like to  
purchase your 2023 Columban Calendar, you can 
do so from Southern Cross Church  
Supplies, located at 608 Glenferrie Road,  
Hawthorn (PH: 9818 5166) for $10 each, along 
with other religious and Christmas items. 

COMING UP AT ST. ROCH’S 

Fri  2nd Dec. St Roch’s Young Adults 

Sun  4th Dec Pizza & Prayer 

Thur  8th Dec Young-at-Heart Club 
 

*See other notices or contact the office for details.  

YOUNG-AT-HEART CLUB 

For retired and senior (young-at-heart) parishioners 
Next: Thursday 8th December 2022 
9:45 - 11:15am 

Fortnightly. 

Feel free to bring something to share for morning tea as 
we reflect together on the Gospel for Sunday.  

PIZZA & PRAYER 

A combined initiative of St Roch’s parish and the  
Emmanuel Community,  

For youth in Years 7-10 
Next: Sunday 4th December 2022 
6:00 - 7:30pm 

Fortnightly. 

A $5 donation for pizza would be appreciated. 

ST ROCH’S YOUNG ADULTS  

For youth aged 16-25 
Next: Friday 16th December  
6:00 - 7:30pm 

Fortnightly. 

A $10 donation for pizza & pasta would be appreciated. 

SACRAMENTS BEING RECEIVED IN 2023:  

Dear St. Roch’s Parishioners 

In 2023 we will be holding sacramental  
preparation classes for children wishing to receive 
First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and  
Confirmation that do not currently attend a  
Catholic Parish Primary School. 

Please contact St. Roch’s Sacramental  
Coordinator, Jessica Mount, if you have any  
questions or wish to register your expression of 
interest via email at jgmount@hotmail.com  

2022 CHRISTMAS MASSES & RECONCILIATION 

TIMETABLE AT ST. ROCH'S CHURCH  
 

Reconciliation (Confessions): 

As per usual times (see banner above), as well as 
Saturday 24th Dec. 2022 from 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 

Christmas Mass Times:   
Saturday 24th December 2022 at 6:00 PM Mass 
Saturday 24th December 2022 at 9:00 PM Mass 
 

Sunday 25th December 2022 at 12:00 AM  
(Midnight Mass) 
Sunday 25th December 2022 at 10:00 AM Mass 
 

Note –  
On Sunday 25th December 2022  
(Christmas Day) there will be no 5 p.m. Mass. 

As is our custom, there will be no  
Sunday 5 p.m. Masses during January 2023. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SING WITH THE ST ROCH’S CHOIR/SINGERS THIS CHRISTMAS?  

We welcome new singers who would like to join us at any or all the Christmas Masses. Practice – this Monday at 

7:30 pm in the Church. All welcome. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE—POST CHRISTMAS:  
The Parish Office will be closed from 24 December 2022 until Tuesday 10 January 2023.  Any messages left via 

phone or email will be acted upon on my return.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Clare Snell [Parish Secretary] 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all those parishioners who were able to provide morning tea and were present at our farewell to Rhys.   

CHRISTMAS DUES OFFERINGS:  

Spare envelopes for offerings for  
Christmas Dues are available in the narthex near 
the bulletin and little table under the television as 
well as next to the wooden box near the sacristy.  
These envelopes can be placed in either the  
collection during Mass or in the wooden box and 
will be given to Father. 

MADE FOR GREATNESS 
OVERNIGHT ADORATION & RETREAT (FOR MEN) 
FRIDAY 9TH - SATURDAY 10TH DEC. (MORNING) 

The men of the Emmanuel Community invite you to 
an overnight retreat, sharing food, faith and fraternity.  
More details and bookings can be found at 
www.trybooking.com/CDNYM or our notice board. 

MASS FOR SENIOR PARISHIONERS AND THOSE WHO ARE 
SICK—WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER AT 11 A.M. 
ST. CECILIA’S CHURCH CAMBERWELL SOUTH:  
 

A Mass for senior parishioners and those who are sick in 
St. Roch’s and St. Cecilia’s Parishes, will be  
celebrated in St Cecilia’s Church. During this Mass, the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be  
administered.  
 
A light lunch will be served. For catering purposes, please 
RSVP to Teresa Gray on 9889 1272 by  
Sunday 11th December. Let us know if you require 
transport and/or have specific dietary requirements.  

mailto:gleniris@cam.org.au
http://www.strochs.org.au/
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

CHANGE OF HEART
By the time Isaiah wrote, Israel had had 
some centuries of experience of kings, 
both good and bad. In that time there 
had been plenty of opportunities to learn 
what were the qualities that marked an 
ideal king – the presence of the spirit 
of the Lord, wisdom, insight, integrity, 
fairness, faithfulness, and concern for 
the poor. The longed for messiah would 
establish true quality of life, where even 
natural enemies would be able to live in 
peace.
One of the vexing problems Paul addressed 
among the Christians of Rome was how 
to overcome division and encourage 
tolerance, understanding and peace. 
His solution was to use the example of 
Jesus’ tolerance and love as the basis and 
springboard for our way. In this way, even 
Jewish and Gentile Christians who were 
divided on the issue of food laws, would 
be able to live in peace with one another 
as they waited for the Lord’s coming.
As John the Baptist began his ministry the 
time of the messiah, longed for by Isaiah, 
was finally dawning. The hope that had 
sustained generations was now being 
realised. John looked upon the evils of his 
day and saw that while the messiah was 
soon to return the people were not yet 
prepared to greet him. They mistakenly 
relied on belonging to the people of Israel 
by virtue of their birth. John saw that 
such children of God were as plentiful 
and as worthless as the stones that made 
farming so difficult. Then, as now, what 
was called for was a change of heart and 
an openness to the invitation to prepare 
for the Lord’s coming among us.
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GOD’S KINGDOM IS NEAR. John the Baptist urged the people to prepare for the 
coming of the kingdom by repenting of their sins. Their baptism by John in the Jordan 
River was an important ritual act of sorrow. But they also had to express their sorrow 
by reforming their lives. The sacrament of reconciliation, and right living, are excellent 
means through which we can prepare for the feast of Christmas.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 30: 19, 30

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will 
come to save the nations, and the Lord 
will make the glory of his voice heard in 
the joy of your heart.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive 
us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
P. Almighty and merciful God, may no 
earthly undertaking hinder those who set 
out in haste to meet your Son, but may 
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us 
admittance to his company.  Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Isa 11:1-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor  

of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;
his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together
with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair
the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm,
on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge 

of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse
shall stand as signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PS Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17. R. cf. v. 7

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O God, give your judgement to the 
king, / to a king’s son your justice, / that he 
may judge your people in justice / and your 
poor in right judgement. R.

2. In his days justice shall flourish / and 
peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from 
sea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s 
bounds. R. 

3. For he shall save the poor when they 
cry / and the needy who are helpless. / He 
will have pity on the weak / and save the 
lives of the poor. R.

4. May his name be blessed for ever / 
and endure like the sun. / Every tribe shall 
be blessed in him, / all nations bless his 
name. R.

SECOND READING Rom 15:4-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
Christ, the hope of all people.
Everything that was written long ago in the 
scriptures was meant to teach us something 
about hope from the examples scripture gives 
of how people who did not give up were helped 
by God. And may he who helps us when we 
refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant 
with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice 
you may give glory to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
 It can only be to God’s glory, then, for 
you to treat each other in the same friendly 
way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ 
became the servant of circumcised Jews was 
not only so that God could faithfully carry 
out the promises made to the patriarchs, it 
was also to get the pagans to give glory to 
God for his mercy, as scripture says in one 
place: For this I shall praise you among the 
pagans and sing your name.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 3:4, 6

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths: all people shall see the 
salvation of God. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 3:1-12

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this 
was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

 A voice cries in the wilderness:
 Prepare a way for the Lord,
 make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of 
camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole 
Jordan district made their way to him, and 
as they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan they confessed their sins. But when 
he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood 
of vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? But if you are 
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and 
do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, 
God can raise children for Abraham from 
these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the 
roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails 
to produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 
repentance, but the one who follows me is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff 
he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble 
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no 

merits to plead our cause, come, we pray, to 
our rescue with the protection of your mercy. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OF ADVENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray …
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said …
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 5: 5; 4: 36

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the 
heights, and behold the joy which comes 
to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Replenished by the food of spiritual 
nourishment, we humbly beseech you, 
O Lord, that, through our partaking in this 
mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely 
the things of earth and hold firm to the 
things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your 
life.
R. Thanks be to God.
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