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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

ARE YOU THE ONE?
One can only begin to imagine the 
excitement, questioning and discussion 
that must have accompanied the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Reports were 
flying thick and fast about the carpenter-
turned-preacher from Nazareth, whose 
preaching was accompanied by miraculous 
healings, and disconcerting sayings. Was 
it true that Isaiah’s prophecy about the 
eyes of the blind being opened, and the 
deaf once again being able to hear was 
being fulfilled?
John the Baptist had spoken with courage 
about the messiah who was coming and 
this led to his imprisonment. He had 
preached that the coming messiah would 
be a figure of purification and judgement 
upon Israel. Could it be that Jesus was the 
promised one?  John could not reconcile 
Jesus’ message and ministry with the 
message for which he had risked his life. 
Jesus’ response to John’s question is simple 
– you must make your judgement based 
on what you see. If Isaiah’s prophecy is 
being fulfilled, then there is no need to 
look any further.
A challenge for James’ community was 
that they recognised Jesus was indeed the 
saviour, but how were they to manage 
until his return at the end of time? 
Their impatience for the Lord’s return 
was leading them into the trap of being 
fractious with each other. James provides 
both them and us with the timely 
reminder that patience with the Lord and 
each other is a better way to prepare to 
greet the Lord on his return.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

THE BLIND SEE AGAIN. Many of the Jewish people did not expect a Messiah like 
Jesus. Many wondered: ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ Jesus came not to exercise 
sovereignty and power over the people but to bring blessing to the poor and needy. 
Let us celebrate his birth this Christmas by being good news for the poor.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Phil 4: 4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P: Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R. And grant us your salvation.
P: May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.

R.  Lord, have mercy.
The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
O God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 

Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever
R: Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Isa 35:1-6, 10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
God himself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees

and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy in their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them
and sorrow and lament be ended.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 145:6-10. R. cf. Isa 35:4

R. Lord, come and save us. (or Alleluia!)
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, / 
who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is 
he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord, 
who sets prisoners free. R.
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the 
blind, / who raises up those who are bowed 
down, / the Lord, who protects the stranger / 
and upholds the widow and orphan. R.
3. It is the Lord who loves the just / but 
thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord 
will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to 
age. R.

SECOND READING James 5:7-10

A reading from the letter of St James
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the 
Lord’s coming will be soon.

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. 
Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for 
the precious fruit of the ground until it has had 
the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too 
have to be patient; do not lose heart, because 
the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make 
complaints against one another, brothers, so as 
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the 
Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. 
For your example, brothers, in submitting with 
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Isa 61:1; Lk 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the 
poor. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 11:2-11

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait 
for someone else?
John in his prison had heard what Christ was 
doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, 
‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we 
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, 
‘Go back and tell John what you hear and 
see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised to life and the Good News is 
proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man 
who does not lose faith in me.’ 

 As the messengers were leaving, Jesus 
began to talk to the people about John: 
‘What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then 
what did you go out to see? A man wearing 
fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine 
clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what 
did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and much more than a prophet: he 
is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am 
going to send my messenger before you; he 
will prepare your way before you. I tell you 
solemnly, of all the children born of women, a 
greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he is.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R: Blessed be God for ever.
P: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord,  

we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving 

work.
Through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: The Lord be with you.
R: And with your spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts.
R: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R: It is right and just.

PREFACE I OR II OF ADVENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P: The mystery of faith
All: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P: At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P: Deliver us, Lord, we pray …
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P: Lord Jesus Christ, who said …
R: Amen
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R: And with your spirit.
P: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R: Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Isa 35:4

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and 
do not fear. Behold, our God will come, 
and he will save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We implore your mercy, Lord,
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of 

our faults

and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P: The Lord be with you.
R: And with your spirit.
P: May almighty God bless you,  
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R: Amen.
P: Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R: Thanks be to God.
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

11 DECEMBER 2022 

St Roch’s Church 

Mass Times  Adoration and Benediction: 

Saturday  6:30 p.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday  10:00 a.m.  

 5:00 p.m.  

 Confessions: 

Monday 5:30 p.m. Saturday : 6:00—6:20 p.m. 

Tuesday 9:15 a.m. Sunday : 9:00—9:50 a.m. 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m.  4:30—4:50 p.m. 

Thursday 9:15 a.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 6:50 p.m. 

Friday 5:30 p.m. Friday 4:00 p.m.– 5:20 p.m. 

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

Telephone: 9885 6611 Tues. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thurs. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Fri. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK: Peter Conroy, Stuart Taylor 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  
 

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Patrick Hogan, Margaret Mary Sharkey 
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:  

Sat 10th Dec 6:30pm Will Harvey, for the repose of his soul on the fifth anniversary of his death 

Sun 11th Dec 10:00am Kevin Burke, for the repose of his soul for his first anniversary of death 

 5:00pm Pro Popolo 

Mon 12th Dec 5:30pm The Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Tues 13th Dec 9:15am The Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Wed 14th Dec 5:30pm The Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Thur 15th Dec 9:15am The Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Fri 16th Dec 5:30pm The Holy Souls in Purgatory 

2023 COLUMBAN CALENDARS 

The St. Vincent de Paul Conference of  
Glen Iris have decided not to sell these  
calendars this year.  If you would like to  
purchase your 2023 Columban Calendar, you can 
do so from Southern Cross Church  
Supplies, located at 608 Glenferrie Road,  
Hawthorn (PH: 9818 5166) for $10 each, along 
with other religious and Christmas items. 

COMING UP AT ST. ROCH’S 

Fri  16th Dec. St Roch’s Young Adults 

Sun  18th Dec Pizza & Prayer 

Thur  22nd Dec Young-at-Heart Club 
 

*See other notices or contact the office for details.  

YOUNG-AT-HEART CLUB 

For retired and senior (young-at-heart) parishioners 
Next: Thursday 22nd December 2022 
9:45 - 11:00am 

Fortnightly. 

Feel free to bring something to share for morning tea 
as we reflect together on the Gospel for Sunday.  

PIZZA & PRAYER 

A combined initiative of St Roch’s parish and the  
Emmanuel Community,  

For youth in Years 7-10 
Next: Sunday 18th December 2022 
6:00 - 7:30pm 

Fortnightly. 

A $5 donation for pizza would be appreciated. 

ST ROCH’S YOUNG ADULTS  

For youth aged 16-25 
Next: Fri 16th December 2022 
6:00 - 7:30pm 

Fortnightly. 

A $10 donation for pizza & pasta would be  
appreciated. 

SACRAMENTS BEING RECEIVED IN 2023:  
 

Dear St. Roch’s Parishioners 
In 2023 we will be holding sacramental  
preparation classes for children wishing to  
receive First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation that do not currently attend a Catholic 
Parish Primary School. 
 

Please contact St. Roch’s Sacramental  
Coordinator, Jessica Mount, if you have any  
questions or wish to register your expression of  
interest via email at jgmount@hotmail.com  

2022 CHRISTMAS MASSES & RECONCILIATION 

TIMETABLE AT ST. ROCH'S CHURCH  
 

Reconciliation (Confessions): 

As per usual times (see banner above), as well as 
Saturday 24th Dec. 2022 from 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 

Christmas Mass Times:   
Saturday 24th December 2022 at 6:00 PM Mass 
Saturday 24th December 2022 at 9:00 PM Mass 
 

Sunday 25th December 2022 at 12:00 AM  
(Midnight Mass) 
Sunday 25th December 2022 at 10:00 AM Mass 
 

Note –  
On Sunday 25th December 2022  
(Christmas Day) there will be no 5 p.m. Mass. 

As is our custom, there will be no  
Sunday 5 p.m. Masses during January 2023. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SING WITH THE ST ROCH’S CHOIR/SINGERS THIS CHRISTMAS?  

We welcome new singers who would like to join us at any or all the Christmas Masses. Practice on Monday at 

7:30 pm in the Church.  
 

All welcome. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE—POST CHRISTMAS:  
The Parish Office will be closed from 24 December 2022 until Tuesday 10 January 2023.  Any messages left via 

phone or email will be acted upon on my return.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Clare Snell [Parish Secretary] 

CHRISTMAS DUES OFFERINGS:  

Spare envelopes for offerings for  
Christmas Dues are available in the narthex near 
the bulletin and little table under the television as 
well as next to the wooden box near the sacristy.  
These envelopes can be placed in either the  
collection during Mass or in the wooden box and 
will be given to Father. 

MASS FOR SENIOR PARISHIONERS AND THOSE WHO 
ARE SICK—WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER AT 11 A.M. 
ST. CECILIA’S CHURCH CAMBERWELL SOUTH:  
 

A Mass for senior parishioners and those who are sick 
in St. Roch’s and St. Cecilia’s Parishes, will be  
celebrated in St Cecilia’s Church. During this Mass, the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be  
administered.  
 
A light lunch will be served. For catering purposes, 
please RSVP to Teresa Gray on 9889 1272 by  
Sunday 11th December. Let us know if you require 
transport and/or have specific dietary requirements.  

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Our Glen Iris Conference is collecting its Christmas  
Appeal and if you would like to donate you will find the 
Vinnies Appeal Envelopes in the narthex of our 
church.  You can leave it in the wooden donation box 
near the Sacristy or via  Mass collection plate. 

Thank you. 

mailto:gleniris@cam.org.au
http://www.strochs.org.au/
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

ARE YOU THE ONE?
One can only begin to imagine the 
excitement, questioning and discussion 
that must have accompanied the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Reports were 
flying thick and fast about the carpenter-
turned-preacher from Nazareth, whose 
preaching was accompanied by miraculous 
healings, and disconcerting sayings. Was 
it true that Isaiah’s prophecy about the 
eyes of the blind being opened, and the 
deaf once again being able to hear was 
being fulfilled?
John the Baptist had spoken with courage 
about the messiah who was coming and 
this led to his imprisonment. He had 
preached that the coming messiah would 
be a figure of purification and judgement 
upon Israel. Could it be that Jesus was the 
promised one?  John could not reconcile 
Jesus’ message and ministry with the 
message for which he had risked his life. 
Jesus’ response to John’s question is simple 
– you must make your judgement based 
on what you see. If Isaiah’s prophecy is 
being fulfilled, then there is no need to 
look any further.
A challenge for James’ community was 
that they recognised Jesus was indeed the 
saviour, but how were they to manage 
until his return at the end of time? 
Their impatience for the Lord’s return 
was leading them into the trap of being 
fractious with each other. James provides 
both them and us with the timely 
reminder that patience with the Lord and 
each other is a better way to prepare to 
greet the Lord on his return.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

THE BLIND SEE AGAIN. Many of the Jewish people did not expect a Messiah like 
Jesus. Many wondered: ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ Jesus came not to exercise 
sovereignty and power over the people but to bring blessing to the poor and needy. 
Let us celebrate his birth this Christmas by being good news for the poor.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Phil 4: 4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P: Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R. And grant us your salvation.
P: May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.

R.  Lord, have mercy.
The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
O God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 

Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever
R: Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Isa 35:1-6, 10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
God himself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees

and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy in their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them
and sorrow and lament be ended.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 145:6-10. R. cf. Isa 35:4

R. Lord, come and save us. (or Alleluia!)
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, / 
who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is 
he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord, 
who sets prisoners free. R.
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the 
blind, / who raises up those who are bowed 
down, / the Lord, who protects the stranger / 
and upholds the widow and orphan. R.
3. It is the Lord who loves the just / but 
thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord 
will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to 
age. R.

SECOND READING James 5:7-10

A reading from the letter of St James
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the 
Lord’s coming will be soon.

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. 
Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for 
the precious fruit of the ground until it has had 
the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too 
have to be patient; do not lose heart, because 
the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make 
complaints against one another, brothers, so as 
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the 
Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. 
For your example, brothers, in submitting with 
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Isa 61:1; Lk 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the 
poor. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 11:2-11

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait 
for someone else?
John in his prison had heard what Christ was 
doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, 
‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we 
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, 
‘Go back and tell John what you hear and 
see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised to life and the Good News is 
proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man 
who does not lose faith in me.’ 

 As the messengers were leaving, Jesus 
began to talk to the people about John: 
‘What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then 
what did you go out to see? A man wearing 
fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine 
clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what 
did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and much more than a prophet: he 
is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am 
going to send my messenger before you; he 
will prepare your way before you. I tell you 
solemnly, of all the children born of women, a 
greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he is.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R: Blessed be God for ever.
P: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord,  

we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving 

work.
Through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: The Lord be with you.
R: And with your spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts.
R: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R: It is right and just.

PREFACE I OR II OF ADVENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P: The mystery of faith
All: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P: At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P: Deliver us, Lord, we pray …
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P: Lord Jesus Christ, who said …
R: Amen
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R: And with your spirit.
P: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R: Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Isa 35:4

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and 
do not fear. Behold, our God will come, 
and he will save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We implore your mercy, Lord,
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of 

our faults

and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P: The Lord be with you.
R: And with your spirit.
P: May almighty God bless you,  
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R: Amen.
P: Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R: Thanks be to God.
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