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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

CHRIST’S  
TRANSFORMING LIGHT

Learning to read between the lines is not 
a skill that comes naturally to most of us. 
Today’s readings show just how difficult 
and challenging it can be to look into 
the heart of things to see them as God 
does. Samuel knew that he had been 
commissioned to anoint one of Jesse’s 
sons as the new king, but which one? As 
Samuel is reminded, we tend to look at 
appearances but God looks at the heart. 
Ultimately, it is the Lord who will teach 
Samuel that David is the chosen one.

The letter to the Ephesians invites us to 
join in the journey of discovering what 
the Lord wants of us. It requires honesty 
and trust, to bring ourselves as we are to 
the light of Christ. While fear might hold 
us back, there is the encouraging reminder 
that what is brought to the light of Christ 
is not condemned, but transformed and 
turned into light.

The episode of the man born blind is a 
marvellous example of how difficult and 
yet freeing, it is to come into the light of 
Christ. The man gradually moves from 
seeing Jesus as a man, then as a prophet, 
and finally coming to believe in him as 
Lord. He was originally treated as an 
outsider because of his disability. After 
being questioned three times, his growing 
insight and faith lead him to be cast out 
yet again, but now he is no longer alone; 
now the Lord stands beside him.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

‘NOW I CAN SEE!’ In today’s Gospel it is the man born blind who gradually comes 
to see that Jesus is Lord. Meanwhile the Pharisees, the custodians of the traditional 
faith, fall steadily into blindness. Self-confident in their own knowledge, the Pharisees 
refuse to see the workings of God in Jesus. Let us humbly ask Christ to open our eyes 
that we may see his presence in our Eucharistic community and in our world.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 66:10-11

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult 
and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. O God, who through your Word reconcile 
the human race to yourself in a wonderful 
way, grant, we pray, that with prompt 
devotion and eager faith the Christian 
people may hasten toward the solemn 
celebrations to come. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING 1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed 
David king of Israel.
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn 
with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king 
among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he 

caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely 
the Lord’s anointed one stands there before 
him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no 
notice of his appearance or his height for I 
have rejected him; God does not see as man 
sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord 
looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven 
sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then 
asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ 
He answered, ‘There is still one left, the 
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ 
Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we 
will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse 
had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, 
with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The 
Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the 
one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him where he stood with his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on 
David and stayed with him from that day on.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 22. R. v. 1

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd; / there is 
nothing I shall want. / Fresh and green are 
the pastures / where he gives me repose. / 
Near restful waters he leads me, / to revive 
my drooping spirit. R.
2. He guides me along the right path; / he 
is true to his name. / If I should walk in the 
valley of darkness / no evil would I fear. / You 
are there with your crook and your staff; / 
with these you give me comfort. R.
3. You have prepared a banquet for 
me / in the sight of my foes. / My head 
you have anointed with oil; / my cup is 
overflowing. R.
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow 
me / all the days of my life. / In the Lord’s own 
house shall I dwell / for ever and ever. R.

SECOND READING Eph 5:8-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.

You were darkness once, but now you are 
light in the Lord; be like children of light, for 
the effects of the light are seen in complete 
goodness and right living and truth. Try 

to discover what the Lord wants of you, 
having nothing to do with the futile works 
of darkness but exposing them by contrast. 
The things which are done in secret are 
things that people are ashamed even to speak 
of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns 
into light. That is why it is said:

 Wake up from your sleep,
 rise from the dead,
 and Christ will shine on you.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 8:12 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light 

of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 

Christ!

GOSPEL Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
The blind man went off and washed himself and 
came away with his sight restored.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had 
been blind from birth.

 He spat on the ground, made a paste with 
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind 
man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the 
Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So 
the blind man went off and washed himself, 
and came away with his sight restored.

 His neighbours and people who earlier had 
seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man 

who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it 
is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only 
looks like him’. The man himself said, ‘I am 
the man’.

 They brought the man who had been blind 
to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the paste and opened the 
man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked 
him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He 
put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and 
I can see’. Then some of the Pharisees said, 
‘This man cannot be from God: he does not 
keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a 
sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was 
disagreement among them. So they spoke to 
the blind man again, ‘What have you to say 
about him yourself, now that he has opened 
your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

 Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied 
‘and you a sinner through and through, since 
you were born!’ And they drove him away.

 Jesus heard they had driven him away, and 
when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man 
replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe 
in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; 
he is speaking to you’. The man said, ‘Lord, I 
believe’, and worshipped him.

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ
Longer form, 9:1-41

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. We place before you with joy these 
offerings, which bring eternal remedy, 
O Lord, praying that we may both faithfully 
revere them and present them to you, as 
is fitting, for the salvation of all the world. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The Mystery of Faith
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, we proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Jn 9:11, 38

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I 
washed, I saw and I believed in God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. O God, who enlighten everyone who 
comes into this world, illuminate our hearts, 
we pray, with the splendour of your grace, 
that we may always ponder what is worthy 

and pleasing to your majesty and love you in 
all sincerity. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
19 MARCH 2023 

St. Roch’s Church 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK: Classina Griffieon, Peter Conroy, Stuart Taylor 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Loretto Forrest, Ned Roland Gallacher,  

James McCulloch, Teresa Valery Shelton,  
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:  

Sat 18th Mar 6:30pm Lauren Langrell, for the repose of her soul on her 
anniversary 

Sun 19th Mar 10:00am Ned Roland Gallacher, for the repose of his soul  

 5:00pm Pro Popolo 

Mon 20th Mar 5:30pm Peter Chin Sin Fook, in memoriam  

Tues 21st Mar 9:15am For the repose of the Holy Souls of the Friends of St Roch’s Parish 

Wed 22nd Mar  5:30pm For the repose of the Holy Souls of the Friends of St Roch’s Parish 

Thur 23rd Mar 9:15am For the repose of the Holy Souls of the Friends of St Roch’s Parish 

Fri 24th Mar 5:30pm Ercole Chester, for the repose of his soul on his anniversary  

Mass Times  Exposition and Benediction: 

Saturday  6:30 p.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday  10:00 a.m.  

 5:00 p.m.   

 Confessions: 

Monday 5:30 p.m. Saturday : 6:00—6:20 p.m. 

Tuesday 9:15 a.m. Sunday : 9:00—9:50 a.m. 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m.  4:30—4:50 p.m. 

Thursday 9:15 a.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 6:50 p.m. 

Friday 5:30 p.m.  Friday 4:30 p.m.– 5:20 p.m. 

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

Telephone: 9885 6611 Tues. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thurs. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Fri. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

ST ROCH’S ROSARY—DURING MARCH 

The Rosary will be said every Friday at  
5 p.m. before the 5:30 p.m. Mass and  
Saturday 25 March at 6 p.m. prior to the 
6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass.   

All Welcome. 

COMING UP AT ST. ROCH’S 

Fri  17th March 2023 St Roch’s Young Adults 

Sun  26th March 2023 Pizza & Prayer 

Thur  30th March 2023 Young-at-Heart Club 

Fri 14th April 2023 Made for Greatness 
 

*See other notices or contact the office for details.  

YOUNG-AT-HEART CLUB 
For retired and senior (young-at-heart) parishioners 

Next: Thursday 30th March 2023 (date amended) 

9:45 - 11:00am 

Fortnightly. 

Feel free to bring something to share for morning tea 

as we reflect together on the Gospel for Sunday.  

PIZZA & PRAYER 

A combined initiative of St Roch’s parish and the  

Emmanuel Community 
 

For youth in Years 7-10 

Next: Sunday 26th March 2023 

6:00 - 7:30pm 

Fortnightly. 

A $5 donation for pizza would be appreciated. 

ST ROCH’S YOUNG ADULTS  

For youth aged 16-25 

Next: Friday 17th March 2023 

6:00 - 7:30pm 

On the 1st and 3rd Fridays on the month 

A $10 donation for pizza & pasta would be appreciated. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
6 PM FRIDAYS DURING LENT 
 
Stations of the Cross will be made each Friday 
during Lent.   
 
All Welcome. 

ARCHBISHOP TO DELIVER—2023 PATRICK ORATION—
FRIDAY 17 MARCH 2023  
 

Four years ago, Archbishop Comensoli delivered the first 
Patrick Oration, in which he put forward a guiding  
framework for how we might live and grow as people of 
faith in our Melbourne reality. 

Please be encouraged to join us online on St Patrick’s Day as 
the Archbishop delivers his annual Patrick Oration from the 
Catholic Leadership Centre in East Melbourne. Commencing 
at 7.30pm you can view the Oration live through Community 
TV Channel C31 or via the Archdiocesan YouTube Channel - 
www.youtube.com/archmelb.  

SHIP VISITORS WANTED  

Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre in Melbourne needs more 
volunteer ship visitors to provide a vital service to Seafarers 
in need. You will go on board vessels and approach Seafarers 
as friends, listening to their concerns and where possible 
offering practical help. For example, providing phone cards, 
organising transport, emergency medicine or vaccines and 
arranging for Mass or Liturgy on board.  

Email: leeanne.diano@stellamaris.org.au for more  
information. 

GOD AND BEER—MARCH GATHERING 

Topic: A Tribute to Pope Benedict XVI 

Speaker: Professor Tracey Rowland 

Date: Monday 20th March 

Time: 6.30pm for dinner, 7.30pm for the talk 

Who: Adults of all ages 

Venue: Matthew Flinders Hotel, 667 Warrigal Rd,  

Chadstone. God and Beer will be held in the 'Longitude Room'. 

Cost: Free, however, places are limited so please register to 

avoid disappointment and to hear about future events. Meals 

and drinks available for purchase from the main bistro area.  

Tickets: GodandBeer.com.au 
 

For further information see our notice board. 

FIAT – A WEEKEND OF PRAYER  

FRIDAY 24 MARCH – SUNDAY 26 MARCH  

At St Roch’s we will participate in Fiat  with an 
hour of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
with prayers and meditations at 

11p.m. Saturday 25th March.   

This Lent, the parishes, communities, and 
movements of the Archdiocese are invited to 
join in a weekend of communal prayer  
coinciding with the feast of the Annunciation. 
Commencing at 6pm on Friday, 24 March and 
culminating at 6pm on Sunday, 26 March, this  
48-hours of prayer promises to be a moment of 
grace for the local Church, as together we  
meditate on Mary's fiat, her total ‘yes’. 

Nightfever-Join with the youth of Melbourne to pray 

Friday, March 24, 2023, 6pm – Midnight 

Sacred Heart Church,  

Rathdowne St & Pelham St, Carlton 

Archbishop Peter A Comensoli has called for a  

weekend of prayer throughout the whole Archdiocese on 

Friday 24 to Sunday 26 February 2023.  

Fiat – A Weekend of Prayer coincides with the  

Feast of the Annunciation. As we continue to walk the 

journey of Take the Way of the Gospel,  

Archbishop Comensoli has asked us to begin the year in 

prayer together as one local Church community meditating 

on Mary’s total ‘yes’ – as individuals, as parish  

communities and as a local Church of Melbourne. 

We are excited to announce that the Fiat weekend of 

prayer will begin at the heart of our city in Sacred Heart 

Church, Carlton. Join young people as they gather from 

across the Archdiocese for a night of prayer, praise, and 

intercession.  

The light of Fiat will then travel outwards into our  

parishes and communities throughout the weekend. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
OF THE LORD 
 

Sat 25th March at 9:15am Mass at 
St. Roch’s. 
 

All Welcome. 

mailto:gleniris@cam.org.au
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framework for how we might live and grow as people of 
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All Welcome. 

http://www.youtube.com/archmelb
mailto:leeanne.diano@stellamaris.org.au
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

CHRIST’S  
TRANSFORMING LIGHT

Learning to read between the lines is not 
a skill that comes naturally to most of us. 
Today’s readings show just how difficult 
and challenging it can be to look into 
the heart of things to see them as God 
does. Samuel knew that he had been 
commissioned to anoint one of Jesse’s 
sons as the new king, but which one? As 
Samuel is reminded, we tend to look at 
appearances but God looks at the heart. 
Ultimately, it is the Lord who will teach 
Samuel that David is the chosen one.

The letter to the Ephesians invites us to 
join in the journey of discovering what 
the Lord wants of us. It requires honesty 
and trust, to bring ourselves as we are to 
the light of Christ. While fear might hold 
us back, there is the encouraging reminder 
that what is brought to the light of Christ 
is not condemned, but transformed and 
turned into light.

The episode of the man born blind is a 
marvellous example of how difficult and 
yet freeing, it is to come into the light of 
Christ. The man gradually moves from 
seeing Jesus as a man, then as a prophet, 
and finally coming to believe in him as 
Lord. He was originally treated as an 
outsider because of his disability. After 
being questioned three times, his growing 
insight and faith lead him to be cast out 
yet again, but now he is no longer alone; 
now the Lord stands beside him.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

‘NOW I CAN SEE!’ In today’s Gospel it is the man born blind who gradually comes 
to see that Jesus is Lord. Meanwhile the Pharisees, the custodians of the traditional 
faith, fall steadily into blindness. Self-confident in their own knowledge, the Pharisees 
refuse to see the workings of God in Jesus. Let us humbly ask Christ to open our eyes 
that we may see his presence in our Eucharistic community and in our world.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 66:10-11

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult 
and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. O God, who through your Word reconcile 
the human race to yourself in a wonderful 
way, grant, we pray, that with prompt 
devotion and eager faith the Christian 
people may hasten toward the solemn 
celebrations to come. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING 1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed 
David king of Israel.
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn 
with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king 
among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he 

caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely 
the Lord’s anointed one stands there before 
him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no 
notice of his appearance or his height for I 
have rejected him; God does not see as man 
sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord 
looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven 
sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then 
asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ 
He answered, ‘There is still one left, the 
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ 
Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we 
will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse 
had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, 
with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The 
Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the 
one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him where he stood with his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on 
David and stayed with him from that day on.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 22. R. v. 1

R. The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd; / there is 
nothing I shall want. / Fresh and green are 
the pastures / where he gives me repose. / 
Near restful waters he leads me, / to revive 
my drooping spirit. R.
2. He guides me along the right path; / he 
is true to his name. / If I should walk in the 
valley of darkness / no evil would I fear. / You 
are there with your crook and your staff; / 
with these you give me comfort. R.
3. You have prepared a banquet for 
me / in the sight of my foes. / My head 
you have anointed with oil; / my cup is 
overflowing. R.
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow 
me / all the days of my life. / In the Lord’s own 
house shall I dwell / for ever and ever. R.

SECOND READING Eph 5:8-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.

You were darkness once, but now you are 
light in the Lord; be like children of light, for 
the effects of the light are seen in complete 
goodness and right living and truth. Try 

to discover what the Lord wants of you, 
having nothing to do with the futile works 
of darkness but exposing them by contrast. 
The things which are done in secret are 
things that people are ashamed even to speak 
of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns 
into light. That is why it is said:

 Wake up from your sleep,
 rise from the dead,
 and Christ will shine on you.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 8:12 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light 

of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 

Christ!

GOSPEL Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
The blind man went off and washed himself and 
came away with his sight restored.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had 
been blind from birth.

 He spat on the ground, made a paste with 
the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind 
man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the 
Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So 
the blind man went off and washed himself, 
and came away with his sight restored.

 His neighbours and people who earlier had 
seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man 

who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it 
is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only 
looks like him’. The man himself said, ‘I am 
the man’.

 They brought the man who had been blind 
to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the paste and opened the 
man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked 
him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He 
put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and 
I can see’. Then some of the Pharisees said, 
‘This man cannot be from God: he does not 
keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a 
sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was 
disagreement among them. So they spoke to 
the blind man again, ‘What have you to say 
about him yourself, now that he has opened 
your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

 Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied 
‘and you a sinner through and through, since 
you were born!’ And they drove him away.

 Jesus heard they had driven him away, and 
when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man 
replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe 
in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; 
he is speaking to you’. The man said, ‘Lord, I 
believe’, and worshipped him.

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ
Longer form, 9:1-41

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. We place before you with joy these 
offerings, which bring eternal remedy, 
O Lord, praying that we may both faithfully 
revere them and present them to you, as 
is fitting, for the salvation of all the world. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The Mystery of Faith
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, we proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Jn 9:11, 38

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I 
washed, I saw and I believed in God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. O God, who enlighten everyone who 
comes into this world, illuminate our hearts, 
we pray, with the splendour of your grace, 
that we may always ponder what is worthy 

and pleasing to your majesty and love you in 
all sincerity. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.
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