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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

GOD’S PLEDGE TO US
Lent is always an invitation to travel on 
the path of conversion. We are called to 
do our part and yet the work is not solely 
ours. One of the threads uniting today’s 
readings is the encouragement provided 
by God’s pledge to work with us as we 
journey towards the new life of Easter.

Ezekiel wrote to a dispirited and 
discouraged people far from where they 
wanted to be. In exile they felt powerless 
to change their situation and wondered 
whether God still had the power, or desire, 
to save them. Ezekiel has no doubts that 
God will bring them back from the grave 
to new life.

In writing to the Christians of Rome, 
Paul is led to reflect on the nature of 
conversion and the Christian life from 
two perspectives. From our perspective, 
we are challenged to open our hearts to 
what is of spiritual and lasting value. Lest 
we become disheartened by our weakness, 
Paul reminds us of the critical role God 
plays in our coming to spiritual maturity. 
The gift of the Spirit within us is a sign of 
God’s pledge to enliven us so that we may 
share in the new life of Jesus’ resurrection.

The moving story of Jesus raising Lazarus 
from the dead is a powerful reminder 
to us all that just as Jesus commanded, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free,’ so it is with 
us. The Lord is still working with us to 
liberate what is bound, and to bring to life 
that which is not fully alive.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. The raising of Lazarus from the dead was a 
wonderful event. His sisters were overjoyed and many people came to believe in 
Jesus. But something more wonderful happened in Jesus’ own death and resurrection. 
While Lazarus was restored to his former life, the death of Jesus produces a life that 
will last forever, a life that we receive in baptism. Let us pray for all who are to be 
baptised this Easter.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 42:1-2
Give me justice, O God, and plead my 
cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue 
me, for you, O God, are my strength.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you were lifted up to draw all 
people to yourself: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You shouldered the cross, to bear our 
suffering and sinfulness: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You open for your people the way from 
death into life: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. By your help, we beseech you, Lord our 
God, may we walk eagerly in that same 
charity with which, out of love for the world, 
your Son handed himself over to death. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Ezek 37:12-14
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.
The Lord says this: I am now going to open 
your graves; I mean to raise you from your 
graves, my people, and lead you back to the 

soil of Israel. And you will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves and raise 
you from your graves, my people. And I shall 
put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I 
shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done 
this – it is the Lord who speaks.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 129. R. v. 7

R. With the Lord there is mercy  
and fullness of redemption.
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, / 
Lord, hear my voice! / O let your ears be 
attentive / to the voice of my pleading. R.
2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, / 
Lord, who would survive? / But with you is 
found forgiveness: / for this we revere you. R.
3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, / I count 
on his word. / My soul is longing for the 
Lord / more than watchman for daybreak. / 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak  / and 
Israel on the Lord.) R.
4. Because with the Lord there is mercy / 
and fullness of redemption, / Israel indeed he 
will redeem / from all its iniquity. R.

SECOND READING Rom 8:8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, then he will give life to 
your own mortal bodies.

People who are interested only in unspiritual 
things can never be pleasing to God. Your 
interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, 
but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God 
has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not 
belong to him. Though your body may be 
dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you 
then your spirit is life itself because you have 
been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies through 
his Spirit living in you.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 11:25, 26 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the resurrection and the life, says 

the Lord;
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
I am the resurrection and the life.

The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the 
message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end 
not in death but in God’s glory, and through 
it the Son of God will be glorified.’

 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was 
ill he stayed where he was for two more days 
before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 
Judaea.’ 

 On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had 
been in the tomb for four days already. When 
Martha heard that Jesus had come she went 
to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been 
here, my brother would not have died, but 
I know that, even now, whatever you ask of 
God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said 
Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, 
‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection 
on the last day.’ Jesus said:

‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he 

dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die.
Do you believe this?

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to 
come into this world.’
 Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that 
came straight from the heart, ‘Where have 
you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how 
much he loved him!’ But there were some who 
remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind 
man, could he not have prevented this man’s 
death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it 
was a cave with a stone to close the opening. 
Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said 
to him ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is 
the fourth day.’ Jesus replied ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see the glory 
of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:
 ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer.
 I knew indeed that you always hear me.
 But I speak
 for the sake of all these who stand round me,
 so that they may believe it was you who sent 

me.’
 When he had said this, he cried in a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead 
man came out, his feet and hands bound with 
bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
 Many of the Jews who had come to visit 
Mary and had seen what he did believed in 
him.
 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Longer form, 11:1-45 

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Hear us, almighty God, and, having instilled 
in your servants the teachings of the Christian 
faith, graciously purify them by the working of 
this sacrifice. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Jn 11:26

Everyone who lives and believes in me 
will not die for ever, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. We pray, almighty God, that we may 
always be counted among the members of 
Christ, in whose Body and Blood we have 
communion. Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
26 MARCH 2023 

St. Roch’s Church 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK: Classina Griffieon, Peter Conroy, Stuart Taylor 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Beryl Nigro 

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Leonard Nigro 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:  

Sat 25th Mar 9:15am For vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life 

 6:30pm Private Intention  

Sun 26th Mar 10:00am Mary Rita Deakin, recently deceased  

 5:00pm Pro Popolo 

Mon 27th Mar 5:30pm Venkateswara Rao, for the repose of his soul  

Tues 28th Mar 9:15am Private Intention  

Wed 29th Mar 5:30pm Private Intention  

Thur 30th Mar 9:15am Private Intention  

Fri 31st Mar 10:00am Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of Beryl Nigro 

 5:30pm Private Intention  

Mass Times  Exposition and Benediction: 

Saturday  6:30 p.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday  10:00 a.m.  

 5:00 p.m.   

 Confessions: 

Monday 5:30 p.m. Saturday : 6:00—6:20 p.m. 

Tuesday 9:15 a.m. Sunday : 9:00—9:50 a.m. 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m.  4:30—4:50 p.m. 

Thursday 9:15 a.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 6:50 p.m. 

Friday 5:30 p.m.  Friday 4:30 p.m.– 5:20 p.m. 

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

Telephone: 9885 6611 Tues. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thurs. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Fri. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

COMING UP AT ST. ROCH’S 

Sun  26th March 2023 Pizza & Prayer 

Thur  30th March 2023 Young-at-Heart Club 

Fri  31st March 2023 St Roch’s Young Adults 

Fri 14th April 2023 Made for Greatness 
 

*See other notices or contact the office for details.  

YOUNG-AT-HEART CLUB 
For retired and senior (young-at-heart) parishioners 

Next: Thursday 30th March 2023 

9:45 - 11:00am 

Fortnightly. 

Feel free to bring something to share for morning tea 

as we reflect together on the Gospel for Sunday.  

PIZZA & PRAYER 

A combined initiative of St Roch’s parish and the  

Emmanuel Community 
 

For youth in Years 7-10 

Next: Sunday 26th March 2023 

6:00 - 7:30pm 

Fortnightly. 

A $5 donation for pizza would be appreciated. 

ST ROCH’S YOUNG ADULTS  

For youth aged 16-25 

Next: Friday 31st March 2023 

6:00 - 7:30pm 

On the 1st and 3rd Fridays on the month 

A $10 donation for pizza & pasta would be appreciated. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  
“Live Your Best Life in Love” 

Every relationship is a journey and the grind of everyday life can cause 
you to lose touch with your spouse. 
This weekend gives married couples the tools to keep passion alive in a 
gentle, nurturing environment, away from pressures and distractions of 
daily living. 
The weekend is based around Catholic values and couples of all faiths are 
welcome. 
Please check our website for more details at wwme.org.au 
 

28 – 30 April 2023 in Melbourne  
(Book early to avoid disappointment) 
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au    Website: wwme.org.au  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
6 PM FRIDAYS DURING LENT 
 
Stations of the Cross will be made each Friday 
during Lent.   
 

All Welcome. 

ST ROCH’S ROSARY—DURING MARCH 

The Rosary will be said every Friday at  
5 p.m. before the 5:30 p.m. Mass and  
Saturday 25 March at 6 p.m. prior to the 
6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass.   

All Welcome. 

HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE: 

Monday 3 April 5:30 pm Mass 

 

Tuesday 4 April 9:15 am Mass 

 

Wednesday 5 April 5:30 pm Mass 

 6.00 - 7.00 p.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

 

Thursday 6 April 4.00 - 6.00 p.m. Confessions 

 7:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 Altar of Repose will conclude with the praying of Compline at 11 p.m. 

 

Friday 7 April 8:00 am Stations of the Cross 

 10 a.m. Good Friday Ecumenical Service—St James Anglican Church 

 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  

 Confessions following the service 

 

Saturday 8 April 7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass 

 (We will begin by gathering outside in the car park for the blessing of the Easter 
fire. We will then make our Procession of Light along Glenvale Road and in the 
main doors of the church).  

 

Sunday 9 April 9.30 - 9.50 a.m. Confessions 

 10 a.m. Easter Day Mass 

 

 Note: No 5 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 

CHRISM MASS, ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 
SATURDAY 1ST APRIL AT 10 A.M. 
 

You are warmly invited to join us for the  
annual Chrism Mass.  In this ancient and  
beautiful liturgy, our Archbishop together 
with all of Melbourne’s priests, will bless 
the oils being used in the sacraments for 
the year ahead.  

PALM SUNDAY MASSES  
(NEXT WEEK) 
 

As has been done in the past for 
Palm Sunday, we will begin by 
gathering outside in the car park 
for the blessing of the palms.  
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http://www.strochs.org.au/
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
26 MARCH 2023 

St. Roch’s Church 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE:  

CURRENTLY SICK: Classina Griffieon, Peter Conroy, Stuart Taylor 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Beryl Nigro 

ANNIVERSARIES AT THIS TIME: Leonard Nigro 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS COMING WEEK:  

Sat 25th Mar 9:15am For vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life 

 6:30pm Private Intention  

Sun 26th Mar 10:00am Mary Rita Deakin, recently deceased  

 5:00pm Pro Popolo 

Mon 27th Mar 5:30pm Venkateswara Rao, for the repose of his soul  

Tues 28th Mar 9:15am Private Intention  

Wed 29th Mar 5:30pm Private Intention  

Thur 30th Mar 9:15am Private Intention  

Fri 31st Mar 10:00am Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of Beryl Nigro 

 5:30pm Private Intention  

Mass Times  Exposition and Benediction: 

Saturday  6:30 p.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday  10:00 a.m.  

 5:00 p.m.   

 Confessions: 

Monday 5:30 p.m. Saturday : 6:00—6:20 p.m. 

Tuesday 9:15 a.m. Sunday : 9:00—9:50 a.m. 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m.  4:30—4:50 p.m. 

Thursday 9:15 a.m. Wednesday 6:00 p.m.– 6:50 p.m. 

Friday 5:30 p.m.  Friday 4:30 p.m.– 5:20 p.m. 

  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Michael Gallacher  

Secretary:      Mrs Clare Snell Parish Office Hours 

Telephone: 9885 6611 Tues. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Email: gleniris@cam.org.au Thurs. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Website: www.strochs.org.au Fri. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

COMING UP AT ST. ROCH’S 

Sun  26th March 2023 Pizza & Prayer 

Thur  30th March 2023 Young-at-Heart Club 

Fri  31st March 2023 St Roch’s Young Adults 

Fri 14th April 2023 Made for Greatness 
 

*See other notices or contact the office for details.  

YOUNG-AT-HEART CLUB 
For retired and senior (young-at-heart) parishioners 

Next: Thursday 30th March 2023 

9:45 - 11:00am 

Fortnightly. 

Feel free to bring something to share for morning tea 

as we reflect together on the Gospel for Sunday.  

PIZZA & PRAYER 

A combined initiative of St Roch’s parish and the  

Emmanuel Community 
 

For youth in Years 7-10 

Next: Sunday 26th March 2023 

6:00 - 7:30pm 

Fortnightly. 

A $5 donation for pizza would be appreciated. 

ST ROCH’S YOUNG ADULTS  

For youth aged 16-25 

Next: Friday 31st March 2023 

6:00 - 7:30pm 

On the 1st and 3rd Fridays on the month 

A $10 donation for pizza & pasta would be appreciated. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  
“Live Your Best Life in Love” 

Every relationship is a journey and the grind of everyday life can cause 
you to lose touch with your spouse. 
This weekend gives married couples the tools to keep passion alive in a 
gentle, nurturing environment, away from pressures and distractions of 
daily living. 
The weekend is based around Catholic values and couples of all faiths are 
welcome. 
Please check our website for more details at wwme.org.au 
 

28 – 30 April 2023 in Melbourne  
(Book early to avoid disappointment) 
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au    Website: wwme.org.au  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
6 PM FRIDAYS DURING LENT 
 
Stations of the Cross will be made each Friday 
during Lent.   
 

All Welcome. 

ST ROCH’S ROSARY—DURING MARCH 

The Rosary will be said every Friday at  
5 p.m. before the 5:30 p.m. Mass and  
Saturday 25 March at 6 p.m. prior to the 
6:30 p.m. Vigil Mass.   

All Welcome. 

HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE: 

Monday 3 April 5:30 pm Mass 

 

Tuesday 4 April 9:15 am Mass 

 

Wednesday 5 April 5:30 pm Mass 

 6.00 - 7.00 p.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions  

 

Thursday 6 April 4.00 - 6.00 p.m. Confessions 

 7:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 Altar of Repose will conclude with the praying of Compline at 11 p.m. 

 

Friday 7 April 8:00 am Stations of the Cross 

 10 a.m. Good Friday Ecumenical Service—St James Anglican Church 

 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  

 Confessions following the service 

 

Saturday 8 April 7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass 

 (We will begin by gathering outside in the car park for the blessing of the Easter 
fire. We will then make our Procession of Light along Glenvale Road and in the 
main doors of the church).  

 

Sunday 9 April 9.30 - 9.50 a.m. Confessions 

 10 a.m. Easter Day Mass 

 

 Note: No 5 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 

CHRISM MASS, ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 
SATURDAY 1ST APRIL AT 10 A.M. 
 

You are warmly invited to join us for the  
annual Chrism Mass.  In this ancient and  
beautiful liturgy, our Archbishop together 
with all of Melbourne’s priests, will bless 
the oils being used in the sacraments for 
the year ahead.  

PALM SUNDAY MASSES  
(NEXT WEEK) 
 

As has been done in the past for 
Palm Sunday, we will begin by 
gathering outside in the car park 
for the blessing of the palms.  



A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL 
Reproduction of this bulletin in any form prohibited. Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and  
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2023.  
No 601. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

GOD’S PLEDGE TO US
Lent is always an invitation to travel on 
the path of conversion. We are called to 
do our part and yet the work is not solely 
ours. One of the threads uniting today’s 
readings is the encouragement provided 
by God’s pledge to work with us as we 
journey towards the new life of Easter.

Ezekiel wrote to a dispirited and 
discouraged people far from where they 
wanted to be. In exile they felt powerless 
to change their situation and wondered 
whether God still had the power, or desire, 
to save them. Ezekiel has no doubts that 
God will bring them back from the grave 
to new life.

In writing to the Christians of Rome, 
Paul is led to reflect on the nature of 
conversion and the Christian life from 
two perspectives. From our perspective, 
we are challenged to open our hearts to 
what is of spiritual and lasting value. Lest 
we become disheartened by our weakness, 
Paul reminds us of the critical role God 
plays in our coming to spiritual maturity. 
The gift of the Spirit within us is a sign of 
God’s pledge to enliven us so that we may 
share in the new life of Jesus’ resurrection.

The moving story of Jesus raising Lazarus 
from the dead is a powerful reminder 
to us all that just as Jesus commanded, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free,’ so it is with 
us. The Lord is still working with us to 
liberate what is bound, and to bring to life 
that which is not fully alive.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. The raising of Lazarus from the dead was a 
wonderful event. His sisters were overjoyed and many people came to believe in 
Jesus. But something more wonderful happened in Jesus’ own death and resurrection. 
While Lazarus was restored to his former life, the death of Jesus produces a life that 
will last forever, a life that we receive in baptism. Let us pray for all who are to be 
baptised this Easter.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 42:1-2
Give me justice, O God, and plead my 
cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue 
me, for you, O God, are my strength.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you were lifted up to draw all 
people to yourself: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You shouldered the cross, to bear our 
suffering and sinfulness: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You open for your people the way from 
death into life: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. By your help, we beseech you, Lord our 
God, may we walk eagerly in that same 
charity with which, out of love for the world, 
your Son handed himself over to death. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Ezek 37:12-14
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.
The Lord says this: I am now going to open 
your graves; I mean to raise you from your 
graves, my people, and lead you back to the 

soil of Israel. And you will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves and raise 
you from your graves, my people. And I shall 
put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I 
shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done 
this – it is the Lord who speaks.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 129. R. v. 7

R. With the Lord there is mercy  
and fullness of redemption.
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, / 
Lord, hear my voice! / O let your ears be 
attentive / to the voice of my pleading. R.
2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, / 
Lord, who would survive? / But with you is 
found forgiveness: / for this we revere you. R.
3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, / I count 
on his word. / My soul is longing for the 
Lord / more than watchman for daybreak. / 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak  / and 
Israel on the Lord.) R.
4. Because with the Lord there is mercy / 
and fullness of redemption, / Israel indeed he 
will redeem / from all its iniquity. R.

SECOND READING Rom 8:8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, then he will give life to 
your own mortal bodies.

People who are interested only in unspiritual 
things can never be pleasing to God. Your 
interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, 
but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God 
has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not 
belong to him. Though your body may be 
dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you 
then your spirit is life itself because you have 
been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies through 
his Spirit living in you.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 11:25, 26 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the resurrection and the life, says 

the Lord;
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
I am the resurrection and the life.

The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the 
message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end 
not in death but in God’s glory, and through 
it the Son of God will be glorified.’

 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was 
ill he stayed where he was for two more days 
before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 
Judaea.’ 

 On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had 
been in the tomb for four days already. When 
Martha heard that Jesus had come she went 
to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been 
here, my brother would not have died, but 
I know that, even now, whatever you ask of 
God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said 
Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, 
‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection 
on the last day.’ Jesus said:

‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he 

dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die.
Do you believe this?

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to 
come into this world.’
 Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that 
came straight from the heart, ‘Where have 
you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how 
much he loved him!’ But there were some who 
remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind 
man, could he not have prevented this man’s 
death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it 
was a cave with a stone to close the opening. 
Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said 
to him ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is 
the fourth day.’ Jesus replied ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see the glory 
of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:
 ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer.
 I knew indeed that you always hear me.
 But I speak
 for the sake of all these who stand round me,
 so that they may believe it was you who sent 

me.’
 When he had said this, he cried in a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead 
man came out, his feet and hands bound with 
bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
 Many of the Jews who had come to visit 
Mary and had seen what he did believed in 
him.
 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Longer form, 11:1-45 

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Hear us, almighty God, and, having instilled 
in your servants the teachings of the Christian 
faith, graciously purify them by the working of 
this sacrifice. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Jn 11:26

Everyone who lives and believes in me 
will not die for ever, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. We pray, almighty God, that we may 
always be counted among the members of 
Christ, in whose Body and Blood we have 
communion. Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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